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The History of Vermont 
Forest Fire Lookout 
Towers, Number 2 
by Mark Haughwout 

In my first article about Vennont' s fire lookouts, 
Camel's Hump was mentioned as the first fire lookout 
in Vermont in 1911. However, the telephone line did 
not come in from Huntington. It started at the present 
parking lot at the Couching Lion F~ site near North 
Duxbury and followed the old Callahan Trail up the 
mountain. The old remains of the telephone line can 
still be seen today. 

There were diffe~nt types of towers built on the 
mountaintops. The first towers were crude wood and 
steel structures with no cabs on the top of the tower. 
On a windy day, this made the lookout watchpcrson a 
. brave person. There was a platform with a railing on 
most of the towers. Crow's nest-type lookouts were in 
trees with boards on the branches as a place to stand. 
Vermont had one crow's nest lookout in the state 
records. It was located in Essex County. Later in the 
1930's the Civilian Conservation Coips helped in the 
construction of wood and steel towers that had an 
enclosed cab at the top of the tower. Scrag Mountain 
near Waitsfield had a wood tower with a wood cab for 

· a period of time. A picture of this tower appears in the 
July 6, 1983 issue of the Washington World with 
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Augustus ''Gus'' Storti as the lookout watchpel'son. 
The picture is dated October, 1937. Most of the wood 
towers were replaced with steel towers or the lookout 
site was discontinued. There was a live-in type tower 
located near Ripton on Robert Frost Mountain or South 
Maintain -- which was the local name for the fire 
tower. A live-in type tower is a tower where the 
watchpcrson lives and sleeps in the cab -- at the top of 
th~ tower! The cab was copstructed a little larger for 
more equipment and a bed. This was home even on 
windy days - thirty to fifty feet in the air. The U.S. 
Forest Service.used many live-in type towers. Most of 
the lookouts in Vermont had cabins on the ground to 
stay in. 

At the pres~t time, I am recording information 
from the state forestry records and visiting former 

(conlin1Ud on page 2) 



(Fire Tower His1ory -- cofllinued from page 1) 

lookout watchpersons and state forestry officials. I am 
also requesting help in information and pictures. Any 
memories of climbing a lookout tower? 

Thanks to Bill Gove of the State Forests, Parks, and 
Recreation Department, and Harry Peet, Executive Di
rector of the Green Mountain Club, for the information 
on Camel's Hump, and to William Manning of Ripton, 
who was the lookout on Robert Frost Mountain during 
the 1940's. 

Hike Up Nit. Lafayette In the 
White Mountains 
October 8, 1988 
by Marilyn Wilson 

Our group of five hikers was very congenial. The 
trail (Old Bridle and Greenleaf) to the summit was 
snow covered the last third of the trail; on our descent 
snow covered at least two-thirds of the distance back to 
our car. It was exciting to experience the wind and 
snow blowing around us. However, due to this type of 
weather, we did not attempt to hike the Franconia 
Ridge Trail, as originally planned, from Mt. Lafayette 
to Haystack to return to the trailhead via the Falling 
Waters Trail We returned by way of the Greenleaf 
and Old Bridle Trail. Foliage was beautiful; the snow 
added a final touch of beauty to a great day. 

Cross Country Skiing at 
Bolton Valley Lodge 
Touring Center 
January 7, 1989 
by David P. Morse 

Eighteen skiers. Than.ks to Judy, we split the group 
in the morning with some going down Broadway and 
others of us on Bob Cat, Telemark, etc. We met (not 
arranged) at the lower Beaver Pond and all went back 
to the Touring Center for lunch. In the afternoon, 
some left, others stayed on the lower trails, while six of 
us climbed to Bryant Camp, skied Birch Loop, North 
Slope, and a downhill trail to the Touring Center. 

All those I talked to said it was one of the best days 
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of skiing that they could remember. Gardner Lane and 
his crew gave us the best treatment, especially the 
$2.00 fee (regular fee is $6.00 this year). What more 
can you ask? 

Gardner has cut some new trails which I have not 
investigated, but will on my next trip. Some go off 
lower Broadway, below Grand View, an upper one, 
"Pooh Corner", and a lower, "Joiner Brook Trail", 
on which you can exit to the road at the new parking 
lot near Timberline Lodge. 

There is another which drops off North Slope con
necting to Gardner's Lane, and is cut wide enough to 
Telemark. It will require good snow cover. 

Cross Country Ski Trip to 
Beaver Meadow Lodge 
January 21, 1989 
by Peter Downey 

Despite near zero temperature, windy weather, and 
icy roads, approximately 20 people participated and en
joyed the section's X-C ski trip to Beaver Meadow 
Lodge in Morristown for a chili party. 

When we arrived at the trailhe~d. we w.ere sur
prised to see about a foot of new snow on the ground. 
It appears that the high country received a lot more 
snow than did the valley areas. The trail to Beaver 
Meadow Lodge follows logging roads and is two to 
three miles long. A number of Sterling Section GMC 
members were scheduled to meet us at the trailhead at 
10:00 a.m. However, because of our late arrival due to 
poor road conditions, they went ahead and broke trail, 
which made it a much faster trip for us (Thank you, 
Smith Edwards and John Lepinski, for a job well 
done). 

Upon our arrival at the Lodge, we found that the 
lodge had been trashed, i.e., the lower sleeping plat
form had been tom out for firewood. How could 
someone do this? 

We soon made a fire in the wood stove and heated 
un r ... chili -- hot chili never tasted so good because of 
the cold. In the Lodge, a number of people were 
huddled next to the wood stove to keep warm, espe
cially on one side which seemed to receive most of the 
heat. Cleaning the lunch paper plates was also no 
problem, thanks to Smith's dog, Cuby. 

All considered, I _believe this was a successful trip 
enjoyed by all, and it was especially good to see other 
section members along. I will consider making this an 
annual trip for the section. 



Montpelier Section 
President's 
Announcements 
by Andrew N uquist 

Nominating Committee 
Peter Downey, Chair, Ken Kidd, and Priscilla Page 

have accepted appointment as a nominating committee 
charged with rew<>nsibility for bringing a slate of 
nominations for Montpelier Section officers to our 
annual meeting on March 31. 

Any section member interested in an office or with 
suggestions or nominations should call Peter at 223-
3376 (evenings). Offices up for election are Presiden~ 
Secretary, Treasurer, Trails and Shelters Chairperson, 
and GMC Board of Directors Rep~sentativc. Al
though Mark Haughwout's three year term on the 
Club's Board of Directors will not expife until 1990, 
the Montpelier Section is now entitled to a second seat 
on the Board. Our second Board member will be 
elected at our annual meeting. 

Outing Schedule 
Among the twenty-four events included in our winter
spring 1989 Outing Schedule, there are six I would like 
to call to your special attention: 

Winter Carnival X-C Guides 
The evening of February 24, the M~ntpelier Rec

reation Department is counting on assistance from 
Montpelier Section members at the Elk's Club. Please 
call me to volunteer (223-3550). 

Stone Hut Overnight on Mt. Mansfield 
Marilyn has invested considerable time and effort in 

arrangi~g for members to stay on top of Mt. Mansfield 
; ... a clo~ed hut wi~>- :~~ ·: the night of March 18. I 
hope you will take advantage of this exciting opportu
nity. 

Section Annual Meeting 
March 31 at Christ Episcopal Church in Montpelier 

is our ohce-a-year chance to all get together to both so
cialize and also to guide our club and its officers for the 
following year. Please mark Friday evening, March 31 , 
on your calendar now. 

3 

Planning Meeting 
Judy Illingworth has opened her home for us on 

May 25. Each outing schedule is the product of offers . 
and suggestions made at a planning meeting. We will 
neve.f know the outing you want to find on the sched
ule i~ you do not tell us. 

GMC Annual Meeting 
Total Green Mountain Club membership is now 

over 5000. Saturday, May 27, is when you can meet 
other section and at-large members, and gain perspec
tive on the Club beyond our one section. Johnson, 
Vermont, is a relatively convenient location for 
Montpelier Section members. 

Work Sessions 
May 20 and June 4 are the two dates David Shep

ard has asked for us to turn out to work on trails. 
Maintaining the Long Trail is the OMC's nµiin reason 
for existing. Please lend David your time and muscles, 
and note the energizing breakfast to start you off on 
May20. 

Trip Reports 
I am pleased to include in this issue of Trail Talk 

three representative, although longer than average, trip 
reports. Every trip leader should turn in a report on 
each trip. Reports do not have to be literary efforts -
a list of participants is sufficient. 

George Longenecker and Cynthia Martin may have 
bro.ken a section record by attendance at their last two 
outings in Groton Forest. Their trip reports list 22 and 
25 people on November 6 and January t 4: 

Section.Reporter for Long Trail News 
There is none! Is there really no section member 

willing to write a few paragraphs four times a year? 
My phone number is 223-3550. 



OUTING SCHEDULE 

Please Note: Non-members are welcome on our hikes. 
Advance registration is not necessary unless so stated, 
but is always useful to the leader and to inform you of 
any last minute changes. UNLESS OTIIERWJSE 
NOTED, ALL TRIPS LEA VE FROM THE 
'MONTPELIER HIGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT. 

Saturday. 11 February - X-C ski Bolton Valley Tour
ing Center to Trapp Lodge Touring Center. 13 miles. 
Very difficult. Bring cold weather gear and lunch. 
Possibility of spotting cars in Moscow for early exit 
Meet at new Bagel Bakery at Montpelier City Center 
building at 7:00 a.m. Call leader for last minute 
details. 

Leader: Peter Downey 
223-3376 

Sunday. 12 February - Snowshoe up Camel's Hump if 
weather conditions permit. Difficult. Meet at 9:90 
a.m. 

Leader: Andrew Nuquist 
223-3550 

Frid.ay. 24 February - Volunteer X-C ski guides needed 
in evening at Elk's Club for first annual Montpelier 
winter carnival. All experienced X-C section members 
needed to guide five participants each. Opportunity to 
ski track before event. Call Andrew Nuquist as soon as 
possible to volunteer, for details, and for time. 

Contact: Andrew Nuquist 
223-3550 

Saturday. 25 Februacy - X-C ski around Dave Keith's 
trails in Plainfield. All abilities. Meet 9:00 a.m. at 
M.H.S. OT 9:30 a.m. at Plainfield post office. Bring 
lunch. Drink provided. 

Leader: Dave Keith 
454-7866 

Sunday. 26 February - X-C ski OT snowshoe to Hadd's 
camp in Worcester area. Take your own supper to eat 
at camp. Meet 12:00 noon. Easy to moderate bush
wacking. For further details call leader. Rain date for 
this event is Sunday, March 5. 

Leader: Lois Hadd 
223-2660 

Saturday & Synday. 25-26 February- Killington 
Section Environmental weekend at Seyon Ranch. 
Groton. See The Long Trail News, Nov.'88, Page 2. 
Fee. 

For info: Sue Carey 
446-2830. 
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Saturday. 4 March - X-C ski or snowshoe (or hike if no 
snow) in Northfield aree,. Easy. Bring lunch. Meet at 
M.H.S. 10:00 a.m. or Norwich Armory at 10:30 a.m .. 
Call leader for further details. 

Leader: Ken Kidd 
485-7736 

Saturday. 11 March - X-C ski a section of Catamount 
Trail - Edson Hill to Farm Resort, north of Stowe. 
Bring lunch. 10 miles. Moderately difficult. Meet at 
8:30a.m. 

Leader: Harlan Farnsworth 
223-2240 

Saturday & Sunday. 18 & 19. March-Opportunity to 
stay overnight in Stone Hut, top of Mt. Mansfield. X-C 
ski in summit area; hiking to The Chin a possibility. 
Marvelous views day and night with nearly full moon. 
Call leader by Wednesday for details on meals and 
transportation to Stone Hut 

Leaders: Bob & Marilyn Wilson 
229-9851 

Saturday. 18 March - X-C ski at Autumn Crest Jnn. 
All abilities. Bring lunch. Meet at 10:30 a.m. at 
M.H,S. or 11:00 a.m. at commuter parking lot in South 
Barre at foot of access road. 

Leader: Bob Johnson 
476-4754 

Tues<lay. 21 March - Moonlight Delight! X-C ski at 
7:00 p.m. Location to be disclosed at proper time. 
Call leader for information. 

Leader: Arniando Coello 
479-0830 

Saturday. 25 March - X-C ski at Craftsbury Touring 
Center. Fee. Moderate. Bring lunch. Meet at 9:00 
a.m. at M.H.S or 9:30 a.m. Riverbend Store in North 
Montpelier. 

Leader: Dave Keith 
454-7866 

Friday. 31 March - Montpelier Section Annual Meet
ing. Pot luck dinner, program, and business meeting. 
Christ Church, Montpelier, at 6:00 p.m. Please com' 
Call for reservations by mid week. 

Reservations: Esther Farnsworth 
223-2240 

. Sun<lay. 9 April - Calais road walk. Easy. Wea.r boots. 
Meet 12:30 p.m. 

Leader; Harlan Fa~fi~worth / 
223-2240 

(schedule co111inued next page) 



Slmda.y. 23 April - Bilce hike, or walk the Burlington 
bilce path. Easy. Meet 9:00 a.m. M.H.S. or 9:30 a.m. 
at Exit 10 off I-89. Call ahead. 

Leaders: Joe & Emily Gosselin 
224-7798 

Saturgay. 29 April - Canoe the Dead Creek Wildlife 
Management Area in Addison. Easy. Bring lunch. 
Meet 9:00 a.m. 

Leader: Cindy Bigelow 
244-8398 

SaruxdaY· 13 May - Canoe on Waterbury Reservoir and 
hike trails in Little River area. Easy. Bring lunch. 
Meet at 9:00 a.m. at M.H.S, or 9:30 a.m. Waterbury 
Center Access. 

Leaders: Joe & Emily Gosselin 
244-7798 

Saturday. 20 May - Walk through our Long Trail 
section and Elephant's Head trails. Bring lunch and 
tools. 8:00 a.m. breakfast at Smuggler's Notch picnic 
area. Meet 7:30 a.m. at M.H.S. Reservations for 
breakfast, please. 

Leader: Dave Shepard 
223-5824 

Breakfast Reservations: Andrew & Reidun Nuquist 
223-3550 

Sup<lay. 21 May - Canoe Lamoille River in area where 
it joins Lal<:e Champlain. Bring lunch. Meet 9:00 a.m. 
Easy. 

Leader: Cindy Bigelow 
244-8398 

Thursday. 25 May - Planning meeting at Judy Illing
worth' s home, 3 Greenfield Terrace, Montpelier. 
Please attend and tell us what outings and events to 
schedule for summer and early autumn. Bring snack to 
share. 7 :30 p.m. 

Host: Judy Illingworth 
223-8022 

Saturday to Monday. 27-29 May - GMC Annual 
Meeting at Johnson State College. See February Long 
Trail News for details and registration information. 
Easy drive from Montpelier. Recommended interest
ing opponunity to meet other section and at-large 
members, and to participate in club affairs. Meeting is 
on Saturday. Hilces and work sessions on Sunday and 
Monday. 
Sundav. 4 June - Hike Camel's Hump. Bring lunch 
and tools to help with brush clearing. Moderate. Meet 
at 8:00 a.m. Please call leader. 

Leader: Dave Shepard 
223-5824 

SaturdaY· 10 June -Hike Wheeler Mountain, near Lake 
Willoughby. Moderate. 3.1 miles. Bring lunch. Meet 
at 8:30 a.m. 

Leader: Esther Farnsworth 
223-2240 

Sunday. 18 June - Canoe on Waterbury Reservoir. Ten 
miles. Bring lunch. Meet at 10:00 a.m. 

Leaders: Andrew & Reidun Nuquist 
223-3550 

We encourage you to join, or renew your membership in, the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club. 
Annual Section Dues are: 

Adults 
Juniors (13-18) 
Children (under 13) 

$10.00 
$ 3.,00 

free 

--------------------------------------------
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION. Mail to Treasurer Harlan Farnsworth, RD 1Box136, East Montpelier, VT 
05651. Make checks out to: OMC Montpelier Section 

I wish to join the Monti~L...,r Section of The Green Mountain Club, Inc. I will receive a membership card, the 
Section newsletter (Trail Talk), The Long Trail News, and a discount on GMC publications and on lodge fees at 
overnight shelters: 

Names(s) __________________________________ ~ 

Address _________________________________ .....:...... __ 
Telephone: (~). ______ (w) _____ _ 



Reminders 
Trip Reports 
Most trip leaders have returned their trip reports to the 
secretary or president. If yours is late, please mail it in 
so we can keep 100% on file. 

Sharing News 
If you have seen, done, or been somewhere different 
and interesting in recent months, how about sharing it 
with other section members in the next newsletter? 
Please send them to Andrew Nuquist (address in next 
column). 

Montpelier Section Officers 
President: 

Andrew Nuquist 
29 Bailey Avenue 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
223-3550 

Secretary: 
Marilyn Wilson 
35 Deerfield Drive 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
229-9851 

Treasurer: 
Harlan Farnsworth 
RD 1Box136 
EastMontpelier, VT 05651 
223-2240 

Trails and Shelters Trailperson 
David Shepard 
RD 1Box3230 
Worcester, VT 05682 
223-5824 

GMC Boa.rd of Directors Represen~tive: 
(Until 1990) 
Mark Haughwout 
PO Box 782 
Barre, VT 05641 
476-8341 

Newsletter typesetting and design courtesy of Section Member Mary Deaett at the Vennont Resource Cooperative, 
Montpelier. 

GMC Montpeli~r Section 
Marilyn Wilson, Secretary 
35 Deerfield Drive 
Montpelier, VT 05602 


