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ICE STORM DAMAGES TRAILS 
by Eric Seidel 

Trails & Shelters Coordinator 
Unless you have been away snorkeling in Bora 

Bora since Christmas, you undoubtedly have heard 
about the extraordinary ice storm of January 6, 1998, 
that radically altered the landscape of large portions of 
northern New England and southern Canada. 

While reports are scanty, we expect that at the very 
least there will be a great deal of additional work to 
get our portions of the Long Trail open for the hiking 
season. In addition, the GMC faces a challenge in 
having the LT open for the regular season. 
If you are thinking of going out on the trail to ski, 

snowshoe, or out of simple curiosity, please be aware 
of the potential hazards. Portions of the trail may be 
unrecognizable due to the damage, and map and 
compass skills may be required to even find t.lie trail. 

Also, dangers may be hidden overhead with broken 
limbs and tops hung up and ready to fall. If you do go 
out, Dave Hardy at the Waterbury headquarters would 
like to be advised of conditions. He can be contacted 
at gmclars@sover.net, or at 244-703 7 extension 20. 

I would very much like to hear about conditions on 
the Montpelier sections of the LT. You may call me 
at 223-9283 (daytime) or 223-1406 (night). 

Both the Montpelier Section and the main Club will 
have an unusual need for volunteers to open the trails 
this season. I have scheduled an extra work hike in 
early May (see the Outing Schedule) for the Mont
pelier Section, and have agreed to lead another for the 
main Club in mid-June. 

Please be ready to respond to the call for volunteers 
and encourage others outside of the regular trail
maintainer community to volunteer. We are 
particularly in need of people with experience and 
training in the safe use of chainsaws in potentially 
hazardous conditions. 
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SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
SET FOR FRIDAY, 4/17 

The Montpelier Section Annual Meeting will be 
held this year on Friday, April 17th, at Christ Church 
(Episcopal) on State Street in Montpelier. 

The customary format will be followed, with 
setting-up starting at 5:30 PM, dinner at 6:00, and 
then the formal meeting that includes election of 
officers for the new year. The Nominating Committee 
will present the slate. 

The program that follows the meeting will feature 
professional photographer Jane Richmond of 
Montpelier and her slide presentation, "Here There Be 
Dragons: Cambodia and Borneo." Richmond has 
traveled widely in the United States as well as in Bali, 
Thailand, Borneo, and Cambodia, documenting native 
peoples and cultures with her camera. 

If you have questions about potiuck dishes or the 
program, call Cindy Lindemann, 229-2062, or Nancy 
Schulz, 223-7305. Please also bring a can of food for 
the church 's soup kitchen. 

An enthusiastic group enjoys the /all foliage hike (no foliage 
required) to Butternut Mountain, especially the rest stop at 
Corliss Camp. Trip leaders on 10119197 were Andrew & 
Reidun NuquisL Photo courtesy of Reidun NuquisL 
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FROM THE SECTION DIRECTOR 
by Reidun Nuquist 

The health of the GMC sections, or chapters, has been 
a concern since at least 1992, when at-large membership 
began a steady climb while section memberships remained 
stagnant or even decreased. In the last official member
ship count (1997), the Montpelier Section had 272 
members and remained the second largest in Vennont, 
after Burlington (469 members) and ahead of Ottau
quechee (191 ). 

The health of our section may be satisfactory for now. 
Our officers and active members continue to represent a 
sound mixture of age groups of both genders. We must, 
however, remain vigilant. We must all encourage and 
support newcomers; we must make them feel welcome 
and appreciated, so that they in time will step up to the 
trail head and take on their share of trail work, trip
leading, committee work, and office-holding. 

I remember all too clearly our dilemma some years ago 
when we could find no one who was willing to serve as 
Montpelier Section president. We muddled through. But 
it does not take much backsliding to lose that energy that 
keeps us moving forward. As I write this report, at least 
one GMC section is having difficulty filling its slate of 
local officers. Please continue to be an enthusiastic 
recruiter for the Montpelier Section! 

The GMC staff and board of directors acknowledge the 
see next column 

continued from previous column 
importance of local sections and encourage their growth. 
The recently instituted annual meetings between the board 
and the section presidents attest to that, as does the new 
mission and vision document approved by the board at its 
January meeting. 

Vision 4 states that the "GMC will promote section 
growth and vitality." This is to be accomplished by 
creating "a climate of strong support between the Club and 
its sections," by providing "leadership training oppor
tunities for GMC sections," and by promoting "GMC 
sections during membership recruitment" -- to quote a few 
vision document highlights. 

In the same spirit, there is a brand new club-wide 
Sections Committee (with Montpelier representation) that 
will look at ways to strengthen the sections, which 
traditionally have been the strong backbone of the Green 
Mountain Club. 

Classified: 
FOR SALE: Woman's bicycle, English Dunelt, black, 
three gears, handlebar wire basket. Convenient for 
wheeling to the Fanners' Market and the post pffice. 
Proceeds of $25 will go to the Montpelier Section. Call 
223-3550. 

We encourage you to join, or renew your membership in, the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club. Annual Section dues for a year are: 
Adults $27.00 
Family membership (includes children under 18) $35.00 
(Full-time students & Seniors over 70 may take a $7.00 discount.) 

-----------------------------------------------------------------·---·----------------------------------------
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION D OR RENEW AL D (please check one). Mail to: The Green Mountain Club, RR #I, Box 650, Route# t 00, 

Waterbury Center, VT 05677. D I am interested in helping with trail maintenance. 

I wish to join the Montpeli~r Section of The Gre~n ~ountain Club, Inc. I will receive a membership card. the Section newsletter (TRAIL TALK). THE 
LONG TRAIL NEWS, and a discount on GMC pubhcat1ons and on lodge fees at overnight shelters: 

Namc(s) ______________________________________ _ 

Address. _ ________ _____________ ____ _ ___ _____ _ ______ _ 

Telephone: (h) ________ (w) _______ _ Amount enclosed: -------------
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OUTING SCHEDULE 

Please Note: Non-members are welcome on our hikes. Advance registration is not necessary unless so stated, 
but it is always useful to the leader and to inform you of any last-minute changes. 

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, TRIPS LEAVE FROM THE MONTPELIER HIGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT. 

The ratings for level of difficulty are "easy," "moderate," and "difficult," with a few outings falling in-between. 
"Easy" hikes are accessible to anyone in good physical condition, and are usually suitable for families with 
children. "Moderate" outings require a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable. "Difficult" 
outings are challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience is necessary. 
April 5. Sunday - Hike around Berlin Pond. Easy with at Floating Bridge. 
moderate pace, 5 miles. Meet at 1:00 p.m. Leaders: Steve Lightholder 479-2304, and Elaine Flint 
Leader: Michael Chernick 223-0918 

April 11. Saturday - Hike. Conditions will determine 
location. If snow is good, this will be a snowshoe outing; 
otherwise, we'll do a road walk on rolling dirt roads for 
approximately 9 miles. Moderate/difficult with steady 
pace. Call leader for details. Meet 9 a.m. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz 223-7035 

April 12. Easter Sunday- Hike. Conditions will determine 
if this outing will be in the woods or on rolling dirt roads. 
May involve snowshoes. Moderate/diffitult with steady 
pace. Call leader for details. Meet at 12:00 noon. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz 223-7035 

April 17. Friday - Montpelier Section Annual Meeting. 
See details on page one. 

April 18. Saturday - Paddle or hike. Weather will deter
mine if this will be a canoe/kayak outing on Lake Cham
plain or a local hike. Moderate/difficult with steady 
pace. Call leader for specifics. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz 223-7035 

April 19. Sunday - Bike or Hike. Weather will determine 
if this will be a bike ride or a hike. Moderate/difficult 
with steady pace. Call leader for decision as to which it 
will be as well as meeting time and place. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz 223-7035 

April 25. Saturday - Mud Season Road Walk in 
Brookfield. Easy with steady pace, 5 miles with possible 
extensions. Bring water, rain gear, appropriate footwear 
for wet conditions. Rain date: April 26. Meet at 12:20 
p.m. at Montpelier High School or at 1:00 p.m. 
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May 3. Sunday - Bike Trip from Worcester to Elmore and 
back. Moderate, 26 miles. Dress for season and weather. 
Bring lunch for break in Elmore State Park. Call leaders 
for meeting time. 
Leaders: Andrew & Reidun Nuquist 223-3550 

May 9. Saturday - Bike Trip to Brookfield Pond (Floating 
Bridge). Moderate, about 40 miles. Meet at Montpelier 
High School at 8:30 a.m. or by 8:45 a.m. at Berlin Pond. 
Leader: Fred Jordan 223-3935 

May 16. Saturday- Trail Work Hike. Various lengths and 
abilities. Wear appropriate work clothing, bring lunch and 
water. Call leader for further information. Meet at 8 a.m. 
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406 

May 17. Sunday - Wildflower Hike to Duck Brook 
Shelter. Easy with slow pace, 5 miles. Bring lunch, 
water, and plant ID books; we will be looking for rare 
plants and flowers, and also birds. Meet at 10:00 a.m. 
Leaders: Ann Burcroff229-9677, and Duncan Wilkie 

May 20. Wednesday - Picture Show Evening. Bring 
slides/pictures to share with club members. Host will 
serve coffee and sweets, and have projector available. 
Meet at leader's home at 7:30 p.m. 
Leader: Fred Jordan 223-3935 (sixth house on right on 
Towne Hill Road after leaving Upper Main Street) 

May 23. Saturday - Canoe Trip on Otter Creek at Sudbury. 
Flat water, moderate pace, 10 miles. Bring lunch, rain 
gear, bug stuff, and PFD. Call leader for meeting place 
and time. 
Leader: Fred Jordan 223-3935 

PAGE 3 



May 24. Sunday - Trail Work Hike. Various lengths and 
abilities. Wear appropriate work clothing, bring lunch and 
water. Call leader for further information. Meet at 8:00 
a.m. 
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406 

May 30. Saturday-Trail Work Hike. Various lengths and 
abilities. Wear appropriate work clothing, bring lunch and 
water. Call leader for further information. Meet at 8:00 
a.m. 
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406 

June 4. Thursday - Montpelier Section Executive and 
Planning Meeting. Executive meeting with pot luck 
supper at 6:00 p.m.; planning meeting at 7:30 p.m. Meet 
at home of Michael Chernick (call for directions). 
Host: Michael Chernick 223-0918 

June 6. Saturday- Day Hiker's Long Trail #20, Sherburne 
Pass to David Logan Shelter. Difficult, 15 miles. Bring 
lunch and liquid. We'll stop for supper on the way back. 
Total time will be about 17 hours. Meet at 6:30 a.m. 
Leader: Thomas Weiss 223-5603 

June 13. Saturday - Green Mountain Club Annual Meet
ing. Call the Club Headquarters at 244-7037 for location 
and registration information. 

June 14. Sunday - National Trails Day - Hike up White
face Mountain. Difficult with moderate pace, approxi
mately 14 miles. Hike from the barrier off Rt. 15 to 
summit of mountain. Bring lunch and liquid. Meet at 
8:30 a.m. 
Leader: Michael Chernick 223-0918 

June 21. Sunday- Hike from Vt. 118 to Devil's Gulch on 
LT and return. Moderate, 5.5 miles, with some steep 
sections. Dress for season and weather. Bring lunch and 
liquid. Call leaders for further information. 
Leaders: Reidun & Andrew Nuquist 223-3550 

June 24. Wednesday - Bike Trip mostly on unpaved roads. 
Moderate circular route of 10-15 miles at moderate pace. 
Bring bike, helmet, water and snack. Meet at 6:00 p.m. in 
parking lot of East Montpelier Elementary School. 
Leaders: Marilyn Wilson 229-9851 , and 

Mary Garcia 229-0153 

June 27. Saturday - Day Hiker's Long Trail #21 from 
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David Logan Shelter to Brandon Gap. Moderate, 9 miles. 
Bring lunch. Total time will be about 12 hours. Meet at 
7:00 a.m. 
Leader: Thomas Weiss 223-5603 

June 28. Sunday - Circular Bike Trip from Hardwick, to 
North Wolcott and back to Hardwick. Moderate, approxi
mately 28 miles. Bring bike, helmet, repair kit, lunch and 
drink. Meet at 8:30 a.m. 
Leader: Doris Washburn 476-4264 

July 5. Sunday - Hike up Camel's Hump via LT south 
(Bamforth Ridge), return via Monroe Trail. Difficult with 
steady pace, 8.6 miles. Bring water, rain gear, lunch. 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. 
Leader: Steve Lightholder 479-2304 

July 9. Thursday - Mystery Full Moon Paddle (canoe or 
kayak). Moderate, with easy pace. Bring PFD, rain gear, 
jacket, picnic supper or snack, flashlights for boat! Will 
cancel if weather is bad; call leader to confirm trip. Meet 
at 6:00 p.m. 
Leader: Barbara Agnew 223-0030 

July 11. Saturday- Canoe/kayak Lake Champlain. Launch 
at Isle LaMotte Bridge. Moderate, distance depends on 
wind and waves. Bring lunch, plenty of water, sun 
protection, and PFD. Meet at 8:00 a.m. 
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406 

July 12. Sunday - Hike the Lookout on the AT. Difficult 
with moderate pace, approximately 12 miles. Rt. 12 in 
Pomfret to the Lookout on the Barnard-Bridgewater line. 
Bring lunch and liquid. Meet at 8:30 a.m. 
Leader: Michael Chernick 223-0918 

July 18. Saturday- Day Hiker's Long Trail #22, Brandon 
Gap to Middlebury Gap. Moderate, l 0 miles. Bring 
lunch and plenty of liquids. Total time will be about 12 
hours. Meet at 7:00 a.m. 
Leader: Thomas Weiss 223-5603 

July 26. Sunday - Wildflower hike, picnic, and swim at 
Alburg Dunes State Park. Easy with slow pace. Bring 
plant and bird ID book, bathing suit, and sun screen. 
Explore new State Park with rare plants. Meet at 9 a.m. 
Leader: Ann Burcroff 229-9677 

END OF SCHEDULE 
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MAIN CLUB SEEKS VOLUNTEERS 
The Green Mountain Club seeks potential volunteers 

with preferences of weekend or weekday work parties so 
they can start planning for the effort in front of all of us. 

The quantity and severity of the blowdowns represents 
a real challenge to a trail maintainer's skills. The Club 
will schedule workshops specifically for preparing volun
teers to deal with stacked blowdowns in the safest possible 
manner. It is never a good idea to tackle jobs that you're 
not prepared to deal with safely. Contact GMC and they 
will gladly provide or coordinate assistance. 

There will be a chainsaw workshop sponsored by 
various trail partners on the weekend of April 18th and 
19th at the Green Mountain Club headquarters in 
Waterbury Center. Staff will try and arrange cheap 
overnight camping accommodations for volunteers who 
have to travel a long distance for the workshop. For 
further information, call 802-244-703 7 extension 19 or J 

via e-mail, gmclars@sover.net. 

TRIP REPORT - by Ed Loewenton 
Mt. Elmore hike, 114198; Leader = Ed Loewenton; 

Follower= Ruth Pope: On this crystal blue and calm day, 
Ruth and Ed hiked to the lookout tower, and looked out. 
The view was clear to the White Mountains; the snow was 
crusty from the recent thaw and freeze. No one else was 
present. The climb to the tower was icy; lacking crampons 
or snowshoes, we patiently kicked footholds on the crusted 
steep rocks. The round trip took four hours. 

TRIP REPORT - by Mark Haughwout 
Cross-country ski trip lo Highland Lodge, Greensboro, 

218198: The 18 members of this outing arrived at different 
times during the day. Several groups of varying abilities 
split up on various trails and headed out about 1 PM. The 
leader and his group (Steve Lightholder, Bernice Vogel, 
David Murphy, Zoe Keefer-Norris, and May Sligh) took 
a ten-mile loop that brought us near Long Pond. We had 
terrific views of Craftsbury to Jay Peak and west to 
Belvidere Mountain. The first few skiers arrived back at 
the lodge by about 5 PM, but the last few didn't straggle 
in until around 6: 15, a little dark for skiing. Fortunately 
there was some moonlight. A search party was not 
needed, but was on the minds of the rest of the group 
patiently waiting at the dinner table! After a delicious 
dinner, enjoyed by a dozen of us, some even had room for 
lemon-glazed gingerbread. 
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TRIP REPORT - by Steve Lightholder 
Burlington Intervale & Rec Path, 11129197: What could 

be finer than a walk along the lakeshore in late November? 
Almost any other activity you could think of, except on the 
day of this hike. The sun poured down from a cloudless 
sky and the water was as smooth as glass. Eleven of us 
(Edna Martineau, Jeff Harvey, Doris Washburn, Dave 
Morse, Charlene Bohl, Harlan & Esther Farnsworth, 
Priscilla Daggett, Peter Vlahos, Maury Kost, and I) 
tramped from UVM down through the Intervale, crossed 
Ethan Allen Park, followed the Bike Path to Waterfront 
Park, and climbed back up the icy sidewalks of College 
Street to our starting point. Over the entire trip we lost 
only two hikers to the bus. Such are the temptations of 
urban hiking! 

TRIP REPORT - by Nancy Schulz 
Snowshoe on the LT from Bolton Notch Road to 

Buchanan Shelter, 217198: I knew I would have a large 
crowd for this outing because of the high volume of calls 
received in advance. (The fine weather of the previous 
week no doubt contributed, when we enjoyed a steady 
stream of sunny, clear days with comfortable tempera
tures.) Saturday morning was sunny, cold, and windless. 
By 10 AM all 18 had gathered at the trail head and had 
begun snowshoeing up the LT at a rapid pace. The trail 
was packed the entire way; snowshoes were helpful for 
grip but unnecessary for flotation. All had covered the 2.6 
miles to Buchanan Shelter by noon, where we enjoyed 
comfortable conditions for lunch; many chose to eat 
outside. We enjoyed great views of Bolton Valley ski 
area, Robbins Mountain, the Adirondacks, and Lake 
Champlain. By 2 PM we had returned to the parked cars. 
It was a wonderful day to be out, and was marred by only 
one thing -- it was over too soon! 

TRIP REPORT - by Peter Downey 
Beaver Meadow Lodge Chili party, 1111198: We had 

very little snow this year, so the trip was a hike. Many 
turned out: Bob and Cindy Lindemann, Mary Miller, 
Smith Edwards, Richard Reynolds, Andy and Carleen 
Squires, Jeff Harvey, Charlene Bohl, Michael Chernick, 
Shirley Hurley, Steve Lightholder, Ann Burcroff, Nancy 
Schulz, and Andy & Reidun Nuquist. I was surprised at 
how little water there was in the brooks surrounding the 
meadow. We visited Burling Camp as well as Beaver 
Meadow Lodge, and enjoyed a great brunch. This joint 
effort with the Sterling Section makes a great annual trip. 

PAGE 5 



New Section Members 
The Montpelier Section welcomes these members who 

have joined the section since November 1, 1997: Charles 
Bristow, Tyler Bryant, Paul Deluca, Nat Goodhue, 
Deborah Deschner & Tony Iazzo, Jim & Marie 
Mc William, Susan Perreault, Greg Sharp, Anne Stevens, 
Joan Yankee, and Brady Van Zile. 

We look forward to seeing you at our activities. 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 
Materials for the next issue of TRAIL TALK should be 

submitted by Friday, 12 June 1998, to the editor, Barbara 
Agnew, #7-D Forest Drive, Montpelier, VT 05602, 
telephone 223-0030 (e-mail : barbara@leg.state.vt.us); or 
Section President Cindy Lindemann. Photographs will be 
returned. Publication will be in July. 

Editor/Typesetting: Barbara Agnew 
Copy Typing: Doris Washburn 

Distribution: Duncan Wilkie & Christie Carter 

Duncan Wilkie, Treasurer 
GMC Montpelier Section 
P.O. Box 683 
Montpelier, VT 05602 

William Osgood Family 

MONTPELIER SECTION OFFICERS 
President: 
Cindy Bigelow Lindemann 
P.O. Box 484 
Waterbury, VT 05676 
229-2062 

Vice President: 
Nancy Schulz 
223 Main Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
223-7035 

Secretary/Long Trail 
News Reporter: 
Christie Carter 
4 Mechanic Street, #2 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
229-0236 

Trails and Shelters 
Coordinator: 

Eric Seidel 
RR #3, Box 1130 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
223-1406 

Publicity Coordinator: 
Michael Chernick 
11 Cityside Drive, #75 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
223-0918 , or e-mail: 

chemick@plainfield.bypass.com 
Treasurer/Membership 
Chair: 

Duncan Wilkie 
P.O. Box 683 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
223-3616 or 223~0566 

GMC Board of Directors Representative (until 2000): 
Reidun Nuquist Alternate: Vacant 
9 Bailey A venue 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
223-3550 
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