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GORHAM LODGE DESTROYED 
by John Budding/On, TraUs/Shellers Coordinator 

Gorham Lodge, perched on the north side of 
Camels Hump for 50 years, has succumbed to 
the weight of snow and the force of gravity. Its 
closure left a 12-mile section of the Long Trail 
with no shelters. Replacement is a priority for 
the GMC. 

The maintenance of the lodge is the responsi
bility of the Montpelier Section and the section 
has volunteered to replace the shelter, and will 
be helping financially with an amount that we 
can afford. Eric Seidel has offered to head the 
building effort. The Section took the liberty of 
offering your help (thanks in advance!). 
Naturally, we will work with the trails and de
velopment staff at Waterbury Ctr. 

We have outlined a plan to make a new shel
ter available for occupancy by Labor Day 
2002. The details will be worked out by Eric, 
an ad hoc committee of the section, and the 
GMC office. We are starting with these re
quirements: 

It will be an enclosed building about the 
same size as its predecessor (15 by 20 feet), 
built of milled lumber, with a metal roof, and 
sleeping space for about 12. Tenting platforms 
and a privy will be nearby. It will be located 
on the Bamforth Ridge somewhere north of the 
Alpine Trail and the "Ski-Around" trail. It will 
be connected to the Long Trail by a spur trail. 
This location is about 4 miles from River Road 
and 4 miles from Couching Lion. (On your 
topographic map, look for Hill 2768.) 

A plausible scenario for the construction is 
this: by the end of this summer, a location is 
decided. In the fall, we make a site plan and 
drawings of the lodge. During the winter, we 
seek funding, apply for whatever permits are 
needed, create blueprints, and determine mate
rial and labor needs. We build the lodge in 
April-not on Bamforth Ridge, but in some 
warm valley. Later, we disassemble the lodge, 
ship the parts to Bolton, and thence to 
Bamforth Ridge. A helicopter is the preferred 
method of transport for the final leg. In June 
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we build an access trail. In July, we build the 
privy and tent platforms on site. We reassemble 
in August and sleep there in September, 2002. 

This is much more than a carpentry project. In 
fact, the construction is a small part of the over
all effort. Here are some of the planning needs: 
• Art work and photography, to use in fund 

raising and publicity . 
• Research the history of Gorham Lodge and 
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• ; ii 1 blueprints 
.J and docu-
' mentation 
· • Engineering: 

to calculate 
snow and 
wind loads 

• Focus group: 
will the de
sign work 
for through
hikers? 

• Focus group: 

leave-no-trace and maintenance 4 miles from 
a road 

• Site planning: where to locate the privy? 
• Permit-expediting 
• Web site: coordinate the posting of plans and 

progress report 

Next ye~ we will need your help to: 
• Construct the new lodge, then tear it down 
• Build the spur trail 
• Transport materials, much of it by backpack 
• Food, shelter, and logistics for on-site work 
• Construction of privy, tent platforms, and the 

lodge 
• Communications, first aid, and safety 

(see Gorham Lodge, Pg. 2) 
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(Gorham Lodge - cont: from Pg. 1) 

We have some immediate needs: 

• If you have any memories, history, photo
graphs, or documentation of Gorham Lodge, send 
them at once. We want the replacement to be in 
the same style. 
• If you have strong ideas of what a lodge 
should look like, let Eric know. 
• Volunteers to work on the ad hoc committee 
(see the Calendar of Events, page 3). 

The ad hoc committee will coordinate the re
building effort. Its first task will be to identify the 
work which must be done. Then it will create a 
schedule, assign responsibilities, and coordinate 
results. Meetings will be called as necessary. 
Check the calendar for meeting times. 

Updates on the new lodge will be posted on the 
website, www.turnertoys.com/gmc/lodge.htm. 
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SECTION DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
by Reidun NUJ/uisl 

" . . . to make the Vermont mountains play a 
larger part in the life of the people .. . . " 

That was James P. Taylor's hope for the 
Green Mountain Club in 1910, and it is still 
part of the club's mission statement today. Not 
all organizations have been built on a dream. 

Some of us are lucky enough to have grown 
up with mountains. One of my earliest memo
ries is of being carried by my father on a sunny 
mountain trail, around ponds and across rock, 
to visit his eldest sister, who was spending the 
summer in a high meadow for her health. 

Our son Jon, now a grown man, also grew up 
with mountains. Although he lives in a big 
city, he continues to seek them out during vaca
tion trips abroad and at home in the Green 
Mountains. 

This spring, Jon, Andrew, and I shared our 
love for mountains on a hike in Zion National 
Park, Utah. We had just the one day and con
sulted a park ranger who recommended we try 
Angel 's Landing. The trail started innocently 
enough, wide and well-traveled, with a set of 
elaborate Western switchbacks, before arriving 
at the foot of Angel's Landings-a vertical stone 
column that went straight up. 

Having started late, we decided to eat our 
lunch at its base. As we sat, we passed the 
binoculars back and forth, studying the few hu
man ants who were crawling, hand over foot, 
up the steep rock. To the left was a 1500 foot 
vertical drop which, we were told, mountain 
climbers could scale in two days with a bivouac 
half-way up. 

Not being overly fond of vertical drops and 
blaming his knees, Andrew quickly decided the 
Angel wasn't for him. (His legs had had a 
good work-out a few days before, down and out 
of the Grand Canyon.) Being blessed with 
good knees, I couldn't use that excuse, but I 
sure felt intimidated by the stern, towering 
archangel. 

Jon, thirty years younger, began climbing as 
soon as he had wolfed down his lunch. Not 
much good at waiting, I decided to try the first 
landing. It was scary, but you know how it is: 
once you have seen Paris, you want to see 
Rome. Using the natural and hewn steps and 
hanging on to the chain handholds, I forced my
self to look only at my feet and not at the 

(see Section Director's Report, Pg. 5) 
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CA1£NDAR OF £V£NTS 

S£PT£M8£R 15 - 1>£C£M8£R l . 1001 

The ratings for level of difficulty are easy, moderate, and difficult, with a few outings falling in-between. 
• Easy - outings are accessible to all in good physical condition; suitable for families with children. 

• Moderate - requires a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable. 
• Difficult - challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience is necessary. 

Unless otherwise noted, trips leave from the Montpelier High School (MHS) parking lot. Always bring 

appropriate gear for the event you are attending (i.e. lunch, liquids, snacks, suitable clothing, footwear, 

and other items as mentioned in the Calendar of Events). Non-members are welcome on our outings. 

September 15, Saturday - Bike Ride Middlesex 
to Waitsfield, Duxbury to Stowe loop. 57 miles. 
Dirt roads, but mostly paved/some hills. Very 
scenic. Difficult with steady pace. Meet at 9:00 
AM, Middlesex Commuter Park & Ride, Exit 9. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz - 223-7035 

September 16, Sunday - Hike Elmore Mt. 5 +/
miles. Easy with moderate pace. Bring lunch, 
swimsuit, and camera. Meet at 9:00 AM. 
Leaders: Christie Carter - 229-0236 and Jamie 
Cope - 223-3903 

September 22, Saturday - Hike Northeast 
Kingdom Fall Foliage Speuial. Mt. Hor via the 
Moose Mt. Trail. Then climb nearby Wheeler Mt. 
8+ miles, 2,500 ft. elevation gain. Outstanding 
views of Lake Willoughby and surroWlding coun
tryside. Difficult with steady pace. Meet at 8:00 
AM. Leader: Nancy Schulz - 223-7035 

September 23, Sunday - Hike Hunger Mt., 
Middlesex side. 5+ miles. Moderate with mod
erate pace. Wear appropriate clothing for eleva
tion and seasonal changes. Meet at 9:00 AM, 
Rumney School, Middlesex. Leaders: Jim & 
Marie McWilliam - 229-1761 

September 23, Sunday - Canoe East Inlet area 
of the Connecticut Lakes in NH. Excellent place 
to observe moose and other wildlife. Call leader 
Nancy Schulz - 223-7035 by Friday, September 
21st for meeting place and time. 

September 27, Thursday - Gorham Lodge Ad 
Hoc Committee Mtg. ALL WELCOME. Meet 
at 7 :00 PM. Home of Ann Burcroff - 229-9677 

September 29, Saturday - Hike Maple and 
SWlset Ridges loop on Mt. Mansfield. I 0 miles. 
Difficult with steady pace. Great views. Meet 
at 8:30 AM. Leader: Nancy Schulz - 223-7035 
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September 30, Sunday - Hike Galehead Mt., 
White Mts. 10 miles. Difficult. Bring rain 
gear, money for dinner (maybe). Bad weather 
may result in an alternate destination. Meet at 
7:00 AM. Co-leaders: Steve Lightholder -. 479-
2304 and Michael Chernick - 223-0918 or 
Chernick@together.net 

October 4, Thursday - Membership/Outing 
Planning Mtg. Wlder a full Moon at the Old 
Hubbard Park Shelter on top of the sliding hill. 
Spring St. entrance to the Park. Bring your 
own hotdogs/hamburgers, chips, drink, etc. The 
fireplace will be ready. Scheduling events from 
December 9 - March 1, 2002. Meet at 5 :00 PM. 
Come, bring your lantern, comments and ideas. 
Any questions, call Nancy Jordan - 223-3935. 

October 6, Saturday - Hike & Cookout Flint 
Farm in Brookfield. Exit 58, turn left toward 
Williamstown, then right onto Stone Rd., about 
3 Y2 miles to the farm. 3 hrs. +/-. Some 
difficult terrain with moderate pace. Bring 
own food, meat, drink and a dish to share. 
Coolers will be transported to cookout site. 
Hike aroWld the fence and eat at the height of 
the land. Meet at 10:30 AM at the Flint Farm. 
Leader: Elaine Flint - 276-3397 

October 6, Saturday - Hike Explore Mt. 
Equinox, highest peak in the Taconic Mts. 6 
miles with 2,870' elevation gain. Difficult. Call 
leader Nancy Schulz - 223-7035 by Thursday, 
October 41h for meeting place and time. 

October 7, Sunday - Photographers' Walk 
East Montpelier, Adamant, and area ponds. 8 
miles. Moderate. Meet at 7:30 AM, Main 
Street School, Montpelier. Leader: Jamie Cope -
223-3903 

October 8, Monday - Hike Killington Peak 
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via Bucklin Trail. 9 miles. Difficult. Bring 
rain gear. Meet at 8:00 AM. Leader: Steve 
Lightholder - 479-2304 

October 13, Saturday - Fall Walk-Through 
Elephant's Head and LT to Sterling Pond. This 
can be as easy or vigorous as you wish. YOUR 
HELP JS NEEDED. Tools provided. Various 
distances. Meet at 8:00 AM. Leader: John 
Buddington - 229-0725 

October 14, Sunday - Bike Ride Waitsfield to 
Warren loop. One section unpaved. 22 miles. 
Moderate. Bring or buy lunch at Warren Country 
Store. Call leaders: Ray & Sylvia Kingsbury -
223-2921 for meeting place and time. 

October 14, Sunday - Hike Mt. Ascutney, 
probably via the Weathersfield and Windsor 
Trails. 6 +!- miles with 2,000'+ elevation gain. 
Difficult with steady pace. Meet at 8:00 AM. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz - 223-7035 

October 19, Thursday - Executive Committee 
Mtg. All members are welcome. Meet at 7:00 
PM. Home of Michael Chernick - 223-0918 

October 20, Saturday - Work Hike Rookie 
trail work hike on Bamforth Ridge. No 
experience required. YOUR HELP JS NEEDED. 
Tools provided. 4 miles. Easy. Meet at 8:00 
AM. Leader: Eric Seidel - 223-1406 

October 21, Sunday - Bike Ride Fairlee, VT -
Haverhill, NH. 25 miles. Moderate. Paved 
roads/some hills. Helmet required. Call leaders: 
Andrew & Reidun Nuquist - 223-3550 for 
meeting place and time. 

October 27, Saturday - Hike Groton State 
Forest. Osmore Pond loop trail and possibly up 
Little Deer. 5 +/- miles. Easy with slow pace. 
Bring lunch and suitable c lothing. Meet at 9:00 
AM. Leader: Doris Washburn - 476-4264 

October 28, Sunday - Hike Long Trail, Rte.105 
to Canadian Border with possible side trip to 
Journey's End Camp. 5-7 miles. Moderate. 
Meet at 9:00 AM. Leader: Michael Chernick -
223-0918 or chernick@together.net 

November 3, Saturday - Canoe/Kayak End-of
season, pre freeze-up. Event limited to seven 
individuals by reservation. 5-10 miles. Easy if 
calm with moderate pace. PFD required. Bring 
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lunch, sufficient clothing for warmth, considering 
temperature, wind speed and precipitation. Call 
leaders: Andrew & Reidun Nuquist - 223-3550 
for meeting place and time. 

November 3, Saturday - Hike Scrag Mt. from 
Northfield side. Moderate with steady pace. 
Meet at 9:00 AM. Leader: Nancy Schulz - 223-7035 

November 4, Sunday - Scouting Hike 
Bamforth-River relocation. Inspect alternatives 
for the Long Trail. Moderate. Call Leader: Eric 
Seidel - 223-1406 for meeting place and time. 

November 10, Saturday - Visit "Birds of 
Vermont Museum", Huntington. Talking 
demonstration by Bob Spear. Fee $4/$3 Seniors. 
Bring lunch. Possible short, easy hike in PM. 
Meet at 9:30 AM. Leader: Doris Washburn -
476-4264 

November 11, Sunday - Mystery Road Walk 
Approximately 10 miles. Expect hills and Class 4 
roads and possibly wet conditions. Moderate. 
Meet at 12:00 noon. Leader: Nancy Schulz- 223-7035 

November 17, Saturday - Road Walk Pomfret
East Barnard. From Suicide Six to East Barnard 
Village and return. 6~8 miles. Moderate. Meet at 
9:00 AM. Leader: Michael Chernick - 223-0918 

November 18, Sunday - Road Walk Peacham: 
partly on historic Bayley-Hazen Military Road in 
the scenic highland town of Peacham. Moderate. 
Wear walking shoes, dress for season and 
weather, carry water. Meet at 12:30 PM. 
Leaders: Andrew & Reidun Nuquist - 223-3550 

November 25, Sunday - Walk Tour the 
Interval, Ethan Allen Park and Bike Path in 
Burlington. 10 miles. Moderate. Bring water, 
rain gear and money for dinner. Bring bag lunch 
to eat en route from Montpelier. Meet at 12:00 
noon. Leader: Steve Lightholder - 479-2304 

December 1, Saturday - Road Walk Walle 
around Berlin Pond. 5 miles. Easy. Optional 
lunch at Maplewood Restaurant. Meet at 9:30 
AM at Berlin Park & Ride, Exit 7. Leaders: 
Marilyn & Bob Wilson - 229-9851 

December 2, Sunday - Road Walk Walle will 
include Montpelier's three cemeteries ~d 
Hubbard Park. 6+ miles. Moderate. Dress for 
conditions, carry water. Meet at 1 :00 PM. 

Page 4 



GMC'S EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
August 25 - October 20, 2001 

Leave No Tl-ace 'Irainer Course - Saturday, 
September 9, 9 :00 AM-Sunday, 5:00 PM. A two-day 
program to educate campers and outdoor travelers on 
minimal impact backcountry skills and ethics. Round 
trip: not more than 7 miles. Elevation gain not more 
than 2,200'. Moderate. Instructor: GMC LNT mas
ters. Fee: $55 members/$68 nonmembers. Register 
by September tst either by calling 802-244-7037 or 
e-mail: gmc@greenmountainclub.org 

GPS - Global Position System - September 15, 9:00 
AM-4:00 PM, GMC, Waterbury Ctr. Have you got
ten a GPS unit yet? This is the newest way to locate 
yourself and map out your hike. Bring your GPS unit 
if you have one. Basic knowledge of map and com
pass is helpful. Instructor: Robert Turner, Mapping/ 
Forestry Consultant. Limit: 14. Fee $30 members/$38 
nonmembers. Register by September 7m at 802-244-
7037 or grnc@greenmountainclub.org 

Becoming a Long Tl-ail Naturalist - Saturday, 
September 29, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM, Breadloaf 
Wilderness Area via the LT north from Middlebury 
Gap. Round trip: 5 miles. Elevation gain 1,300'. 
Moderate. The clear, comforting northwest winds of 
fall bring migrating hawks, warblers, and other birds 
into view along higher portions of the LT. Register 
by September 21 51 either by calling 802-244-7037 or 
e-mail:· gmC@greentnountaiilcliJb.otg 

Backcountry Sanitation Management - Sunday, 
September 23, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM, Southern VT. 
Explore all facets of backcountry sanitation. 
Instructor: Field Supv. Pete Ketcham. Limit: 14. No 
Fee. Register by: September 215' at 802-244-7037 
ext. 17 or pete@greenmountainclub.org 

Alpine Tl-ail Maintenance - Saturday, September 8, 
9:00 AM-7:00 PM, Northern VT. Firsthand experi
ence in alpine zone trail marking and maintenance. 
Instructors: former GMC Director of Field Programs 
Lars Botzojorns and Field Supv. Pete Ketcham. 
Limit: 8. No Fee. Register by: August 3151 at 802-
244-703 7 ext. 17 or pete@greenmountainclub.org 

Rock Work - Saturday, August 25, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM, 
Southern VT. Learn how to build dry laid stone 
structures. Instructor: Field Supv. Greg Western. 
Limit: 9. No Fee. Register by: August 23rd at 
802-244-7037 ext. 18 or greg@greenmountainclub.org 

Wilderness Area Maintenance - Saturday, 
September 15, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM, Central VT. A ba
sic trail maintenance workshop. Instructor: GMC 
Field Supv. Greg Western. Limit 9. No Fee. 
Register by: September 13th at 802-244-7037 ext. 18 
or greg@greenmountain club.org 
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Basic Tl-ail Maintenance - Saturday, October 13, 
9:00 AM-4:00 PM, Northern VT. Learn the three 
Bs: brushing, blazing, and blowdowns, a.s well as 
waterbar appreciation and how to care for them. 
Instructor: GMC Field Supv. Greg Western. Limit: 
14. No Fee. Register by: October 12th at 802-244-
7037 ext. 18 or greg@greenmountainclub.org 

Shelter & Campsite Maintenance - Saturday, 
October 20, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM, Southern VT. 
Basics of campsite maintenance, structural concerns, 
and everything you wanted to know about tent sites, 
outhouses, fire rings, protecting water supplies, and 
signage. Highly recommended for shelter adopters. 
Instructor: Field Supv. Pete Ketcham. Limit: 14. 
No Fee. Register by: October 18 at 802-244-7037 
ext. 17 or pete@greerunountainclub.org 

Online Tip ..• 

' Be sure to check 
www.turnertoys.com/gmc for 

. Montpelier-GMC information. 

(Section Director's Report - cont: from Pg. 2) 

wild drop on either side. Thus I slowly worked 
my way to the top of Angel's Landing-deciding 
several times along the way that I was not going 
another step. 

What a reward! A 360-degree view of Zion's 
strange and wonderful formations, so different 
from anything in Vermont. Jon and I were still 
taking photographs when, fifteen minutes later, 
Andrew showed up. We interpreted his sponta
neous and loud "Holy s . . t!" to convey delight 
at our joint success in scaling the rock. Jim 
Taylor would no doubt have come up with a 
more poetic expression. 

Later, for my birthday, Jon presented me with 
a framed, enlarged photograph, a memento of 
our day at Angel's Landing. It adorns the shelf 
above my computer, a reminder of what a large 
part mountains play in each of our lives. Year 
after year they continue to challenge, inspire, 
amuse, and renew us, and we are richer for 
them. 
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OUTING REPORTS 
• May 5, 2001 - Bike Ride, Kent Corners, Calais Area, 

by Marilyn Wilson 

This bike tour is listed as number 15 in "25 
Mountain Bike Tours in Vermont" by William J. 
Busha, 1989. With moderate difficulty for 18.4 
miles on a gravel surface, nine enthusiastic bikers 
left from Kents Comer on a sunny, windy day, to 
enjoy the beauty of back roads in Calais and 
Woodbury. The route taken showed us Gospel 
HoJlow, Calais Town Hall, Mirror Lake, Nelson 
Pond, a barn access built over the road, Wheeler 
Pond, Dobson Pond, lovely woods, farm lands, 
and country homes. Everyone enjoyed a lunch 
stop at Nelson Pond, in the sun and out of the 
wind. Returning south on County Road was a 
joy with the strong NW winds at our backs. 
Road conditions were very good; for early Spring 
biking, this is an ideal tour to do. 

• May 6, 2001 - Wildflower Hike, Snake ML, Addison,, 
by Ann Burcroff 

It was a perfect day, cool and sunny. Thirty
seven varieties of flowering plants were identified 
with sheets of white trillium on the forest floor. 
Shadbush was in full flower and patches of yel
low barren strawberry, trout lily and pink spring 
beauty lined the trail. · -

From the old hotel foundation at the summit the 
views were of snow-capped Adirondaks, 
Champlain valley farm fields with manure being 
spread, and soaring turkey vultures. 

• May 20, 2001 - Canoe/Kayak, Peacham Pond, by 
Nancy Schulz 

Today proved to be yet another gorgeous day, in 
a long, multi-week stretch of great weather. Two 
canoes and four kayaks made up a small "flo
tilla" as eight of us began paddling in Peacham 
Pond shortly after 1 :00 PM. The scent of lilacs 
was in the air, and the bright sun combined with 
a light breeze made for ideal conditions. We 
heard the loons calling even before we launched 
the boats, and they called periodically during the 
afternoon. We progressed in a counterclockwise 
direction, and greeted folks who were relaxing on 
their docks. Three great blue herons were spot
ted at the end of the pond near the dam and the 
loon nesting area. The last paddler reluctantly 
came off the water at about 4:30 PM. 

• July 8, 2001 - Hike, Gore ML, Island Pond, by 
Michael Chernick 

The attendees enjoyed a moderately cool sum-
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mer's excursion with hazy, but not unlimited, 
views along the upper vistas. The trailhead is 
situated in Warner's Gore, while the peak is lo
cated in neighboring Avery's Gore. 
Geographically, the mountain is suitably named. 

The Gore Mt. Trail, as the hiker is informed 
on entering the woods, traverses a distance of 
3.3 miles and partially follows hiking trails that 
were constructed many years ago. A review of 
the 1978 GMC's "Day Hiker's Guide" describes 
the trail as abandoned. No mention is made of 
Gore Mt. in the guide's 1987 edition. The trail 
was carefully rebuilt, and for much of the dis
tance a new pathway was established. All of 
this outstanding trail work was accomplished 
under the expert direction of NEK-GMC's trail's 
coordinator Luke O'Brien, and by the hard 
working youngsters (ages 12-15) of the _ 
Charleston based VT Leadership Center's 
Kingdom Corps where Luke is a staff member. 
These area youngsters are to be applauded for 
their outstanding efforts. The Kingdom Corps 
summer youth program is dedicated to the de
velopment and restoration of outdoor recrea
tional resources in the greater Island Pond area 
while providing the young participants with a 
meaningful learning and summer employment 
opportunity. 

• July 17-20, 2001 - Canoe/Kayak, Ha"iman & 
Somerset Reservoirs, by Andrew & Reidun Nuquisl 

Five cars, seven boats, and eight paddlers 
shared two tent sites for three nights over four 
days in Woodford State Park off Rte. 9 in south
ern Vermont. Our location enabled us to devote 
a full day to paddling on both Harriman and 
Somerset Reservoirs; too far for relaxed day 
trips from Montpelier. 

On the water, our group revealed two attitudes 
toward paddling. Some focused on a distant 
goal and set out on a straight line towards it. 
Others considered the passing shoreline to be 
the goal and followed every bay and inlet 
closely. A few waivered between the shoreline 
and beeline shortcuts. By either line of travel, 
meeting at points of land, we explored both res
ervoirs, but ran out of time to reach the actual 
end, in sight in the distance, of either. 

We drove home with memories of wooded 
shorelines and distant hills and mountains, of 
calm and peaceful water, of full stomachs, of 
peaceful sleep, and of bird-song serenades. 
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Trail Side Talk 
by Fred Jordan 

Congratulations to Priscilla Page, 
Chairperson, and all the volunteers, 

who helped to make the club-wide annual meet
ing a glorious success for the GMC and our sec
tion. I am proud to announce that everyone 
who volunteered was there and on time.© (see 
page 8 for more details) 

Trekking poles are all the rage, and much is 
written against their use. I use trekking poles on 
every hike; I never use the rubber tips because 
they do not grip as well. Without poles I would 
have a very hard time hiking at all. 

The reconstruction of Gorham Lodge is a chal
lenge for us to overcome. We need a concen
trated effort from section members to 
accomplish this goal. This year the tasks are 
planning, site location, and getting permits. In 
2002, the building effort will begin. The shelter 
will be constructed on lower ground, and then 
transported by helicopter to the site. There will 
be opportunities to help that do not require hik
ing long distances. Let's all pitch in and do what 
we can to close the 12 mile gap without a shel
ter on the LT (see page I for full details). 

COMMENTS ON TR£kklNG P01£S 
by Bill Osgood 

My question is - who needs them? I have used 
wooden hiking staffs for years; usually one, and 
sometimes two. All of my collection means some
thing to me. They are environmentally friendly. A 
special treasure is one I cut from Lapland birch when 
I was on a long solo trip in 1968 across Norway. 
Another is an ocean-scoured length of Sitka spruce I 
picked up on the coast of the Olympic Peninsula in 
1999. Sometimes I just snatch up a suitable length 
off the forest floor; use it for the day; and then leave 
it at the trailhead for someone else to enjoy. None of 
my hiking staffs cost me a penny. 

Trekking poles cost a bundle. Baskets and carbide 
tips are useless, in my opinion. Those that telescope 
usually col1apse at inopportune moments. I tried a 
pair once, and was not impressed. 

We encourage you to join or renew your membership in the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club. 
Annual dues are: Individual* - $27.00 Life (1 aduh) - $500 

., ,-Jl1nily - $35.00 (inc. children under age 18) Dual Life (2 adults) - $750 

:· ··seruors (age 70 and over), full-time students, volunteers, 

and low income members may take a $7 .00 discount. 

Renewals: MAILED ANNUALLY IN mE SPRING TO ALL GMC MEMBERS 

:?<::: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
MEMRERSHIP APPLICATION 

I/We wish to join the Montpelier Section of The Qreen Mountain Club, Inc. I/We will receive a membership card, the Section quarterly 
newsletter (Trail Talk), the GMC quarterly (Long Trail News), a discount on GMC publications, and reduced overnight fees at selected 
shelters. 

Name~) ~~~~~~~------------------------------~ 

Addr~s~------------------------------------~ 
Telephone: (h) ------- (w) --------E-mail:-------- Amt. enclosed: $ ___ _ 

D I/We am/are interested in helping with Trail Maintenance. 

D I/We enclose a $ ___ donation to the Montpelier Section. 

Please make check payable to the "Green Mountain Club" and mark it for the Montpelier Section. 

Mail to: The Green Mountain Club, Inc., 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 

Phone: (802) 244-7037; fax: (802) 244-5867; e-mail: gmc@greenmountainclub.org 
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A HUGE SUCCESS 
by Priscilla Page 

The GMC's Annual Meeting at Bolton Valley Resort on June 8, 9, 1011i was very successful due in 
large part to the location, the cooperation of the weatherman, and all the Section members who 
hosted the event. A few statistics from the weekend: 147 registered (this number includes GMC 
staff); 21 hiked on Friday afternoon; 45 attended the Nuquists' Friday evening slideshow (this attests 
to their reputation for excellent photography and travelogue); approximately 72 participated in the 
Saturday afternoon hikes, and 9 attended the work trip on Sunday morning. The raffle netted 
$145.00 for the Club. 

At the business meeting, Andrew & Reidun Nuquist received the Presidents Award for their many 
years of volunteered quality service. Ten Year Service Awards were given to: Eric Seidel, Bill 
Osgood, Peter Downey, Mary Jo Llewelyn, and Dave Shepard. Five Year Service Awards went to: 
Christie Carter, Seth Coffey, Cindy Lindemann, Duncan Wilkie, and Roger Whitcomb. 

Thank you to the following Section members who helped with planning the events or participated 
in the weekend's activities: John Buddington*, Ann Burcro:ff*, Christie Carter*, Michael Chernick*, 
Priscilla Daggett, Roberta Downey, Manny and Mary Garcia, Mark Haughwout, Joan Heller, Fred* 
and Nancy* Jordan, Ray* and Sylvia Kingsbury, Steve Lightholder, Cindy Lindemann*, Betty 
Moskowitz, Judy Murray, Reidun* and Andrew Nuquist, Eric Seidel, Doris Washburn*, Thomas. 
Weiss, and Duncan Wilkie. 
*indicates Planning Committee Members 

In a letter thanking the Section for hosting the meeting, GMC President Marty Lawthers, writes, 
"On behalf of the entire Green Mountain Club, I would like to thank the Montpelier Section for a 
wonderful annual meeting. I know it was a team effort so please pass my thanks on to all who 
worked so hard to put on the event." And she ends her note, "It is volunteers ..... that makes the 
GMC so special." 

Andrew Nuquist, Treasurer 
GMC Montpelier Section 
29 Bailey Avenue 
Montpelier, VT 05602 


