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The Green Mountain Club and Me! 
by Doris Washburn 

After moving back to Vermont in 1960, I was looking for 
friends I could enjoy the outdoors with. I saw in the Montpe
lier Argus an invitation to join the Montpelier Section of the 
Green Mountain Club on January 25, 1964 for a snowshoe 
hike to Taylor Lodge and an oyster stew supper. I had 
never snowshoed before and didn't own a pair of snow
shoes, but, since I worked for the State of Vermont, I was 
aware that the highway department had an inventory of 
snowshoes for use by their employees. So I "borrowed" a 
pair from their stockroom for the weekend. It was a memo
rable introduction to the members of the Montpelier Section, 
and I became a regular participant in their activities 
throughout the years. I soon realized that I had been intro
duced to an admirable organization, interested in maintain
ing the Long Trail and its side trails for the enjoyment of 
generations to come. That was fifty years ago! . 

I met many lifelong friends and fulfilled my dream of climb
ing the mountains of Vermont. I found myself paddling (for 
which I had no experience and capsized four times during 
spring canoeing), bicycling, cross-country skiing, and camp
ing with the best people I could have ever dreamed to meet. 
I rarely missed a scheduled outing, attended most annual 
meetings, and camped each summer at the GMC lntersec
tionals. 
At the annual meeting in 1997 at Johnson State College, I 

was totally surprised when I was honored with a life mem
bership in the GMC. When I retired in 1988, I chose to do 
volunteer work for the club and have continued with this 
task every Thursday of the year. On my 85th birthday last 
year, the staff and volunteers surprised me with a luncheon 
party. 

Over the years, GMC has given me so much for which to 
be thankful-friends, awards, birthday surprises. I feel it is a 
privilege to be member of the Green Mountain Club. I am 
very proud of the work it accomplishes - maintaining trails~ 
building bridges and shelters, hosting events, etc., and I will 
always support it. 
The surprises keep coming! At the annual meeting at 

Mountain Meadows Lodge in Killington this past June, I was 
completely astounded to receive the President's Award, in
cluding a Swiss Army knife with my name imprinted on it. 
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Mike DeBonis Guest at 
Section Membenhip Meeting, 

Wednesday, October 15 

The Green Mountain Club's new Execu
tive Director Mike DeBonis will be a guest 
at our fall membership meeting on 

Wednesday, Octo
ber 15. Mike will 
give us an update 
on club activities 
and answer any 
questions you may 
have. This is a 
great opportunity 
for you to get ac
quainted with our 
new ED-and for 
him to meet you. 

Mike grew up in 
Middlebury, and 

has returned to his home state after eight 
years with the nonprofit Forest Guild in 
Santa Fe. He attended Johnson State 
College and has a master's degree in for
estry from Yale University. On a tour with 
the Peace Corps in Jamaica, he met his 
future wife, Jennifer. Mike is a Long Trail 
end-to-ender and has hiked the Appala
chian Trail. For more about him, see the 
summer issue of the Long Trail News. 

The membership meeting starts at 7:30 
p.m. There will be light refreshments: you 
may bring a dessert to share if you wish. 
For directions to the meeting, contact Ken 
Hertz at 229-4737 or treasurer@ 
gmcmontpelier.org. 

The membership meeting will be pre
ceded by an executive committee meet
ing at 6:00 p.m. Members are welcome to 
attend this as well. For an agenda, visit 
the section website at" www. 
gmcmontpelier.org/executive/index.htm. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Reidun Nuquist 

One of my earliest memories is of hiking with my 
father. I may have been five. We were above the 
tree line, on our way to the seter, the mountain 
farm where the cows were taken in summer to 
graze. The old, rounded Telemark mountains were 
the backdrop of my father's childhood, and be
cause they were 'his', they became mine, too. 

As a child, I hiked with family. Today, Green 
Mountain Club members are my hiking 'family' . 
The clan includes some remarkable people, a fact 
that was apparent at the recent annual meeting in 
Killington. 

Doris Washburn, whom I have known for over 
forty years, received this year's president1s award. 
Once an active hiker, skier, and paddler~ Doris is 
now limited to modest walks. But every Thursday 
she shows up at club headquarters to volunteer. 
From the citation read by President Jean Haigh, it 
was evident that Doris is loved not only by the 
Montpelier Section, but by GMC staff as well. 

The annual meeting is a time to visit with old 
friends and make new ones. For years, I had said 
hello to Al , without knowing much about him. This 
time, we got acquainted-and what an amazing 
person he is! 

Al (77), from Massachusetts, first came to Ver
mont at age fourteen to attend Camp Najerog 
(1924-1968), a wilderness camp on Lake 
Raponda in Wilmington. It was run by Harold (Kid) 

l!::=====::==========~==::!.I Gore, head of the Department of Physical Educa
Trails & Shelters Committee: 

Fred Jordan, Chair - 802-223-3935 
John Buddington - 802·229-0725 
Ken Hertz· 802·229·4737 
Steve li.ghtholder - 479-2304 
Reldun Nuquist - 802-223-3550 
Erle Seidel - 802-223-1406 

The Montpelier Section welcomes these 
new members who joined after April 13, 
2014: Geoffrey Bergen, Shawn Bryan, 
Judith Cyprian, Benjamin Deede, Donna 
Goodrich, Erick Lattrell, Gretchen Mash
kuri, Emily Smith, Edward Spaulding, 
Mallory Staskus, and Abby Wenzel 

We look forward to meeting you at our 
upcoming events. 

tion at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
and his wife. (Kid Gore Shelter on the Long Trail, 
built in 1971 by camp alumni, is named for him.) 

At Camp Najerog, Al learned to love Vermont 
and hiking and camping. He also learned to appre
ciate classical music, a passion of Gore's that be
came a passion for Al as well. He is a regular at 
Boston Symphony Orchestra concerts and enjoys 
JAZZ, too. 

Al followed his father into the US Navy, staying 
in for twenty-eight years. The Navy sent him to col
lege, and took him around the world. Al's eyes 
became misty when he described sunsets at sea, 
sunrise in the Vermont woods-and Mozart's 40th 
symphony. 

In 1971, Al attended his first GMC annual meet
ing and has missed only one slnce. He used to 
schedule vacations around annual meetings, so he 
could section-hike the Long Trail. He has also cov
ered much of the Pacific Crest Trail. 

(See President's Message, page 7) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
September- November, 2014 

llOlllJIWI 

The rating levels of difficulty are easy, moderate, and difficult, with a few outings falling in between. 
• Easy - accessible to all in good physical condition; suitable. for families with children. 
•Moderate - requires a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable. 
• Difficult - challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience necessary. 

Unless otherwise noted, trips leave from the Montpelier High School (MHS) parking lot. Always bring appropri
ate gear for the event you are attending (i.e. lunch, liquids, snacks, suitable clothing, footwear, and other items as 
mentioned in the Calendar of Events). Non-members are welcome on our events. 

Our trip leaders are volunteers who are not necessarily trained in first aid, nor does the Montpelier Section or 
the GMC certify or license trip leaders. Participants should attend these events with the understanding that they 
are responsible for their own preparedness and safety, and that all contribute to the well-being of the group. 

The Young Adventures Club aims to get parents and children (0-12 years old) outdoors to hike, play, 
learn about nature, and make friends. Events happen on the second weekend of every month. Please 
check out their website: gmcmontpelier.org/yac for details. 

~ PLEASE CALL TRIP LEADER BEFORE BRINGING YOUR DOG. 

September 1, Monday - Hike. Mt. Galehead, NH. 
Moderate. Hike to the AMC Galehead Hut and the 
Mt. Galehead summit via the Gale River Trail. 
Contact Leader: Michael Chernick, 249-0520 or 
chernick5@comcast.net for meeting time. 

September 6, Saturday - Outreach. Montpelier 
Farmers' Market. Our section will have a GMC in
formation table, staffed by members, at the en
trance to the market on State St. YAC will also be 
there. Stop by and say hello. 

Leaders: John Buddington and Kathy Gohl, 229-
0725 or vicepresident@gmcmontpelier.org for 
meeting time and place. 

September 23, Tuesday- Hike. Barre Town. 
Moderate. 4 miles. Millstone Hill. Ramble around 
the abandoned quarries and grout piles. Check out 
some trails not previously explored by GMC. Con
tact Leader: Steve Lightholder, 479-2304 for meet
ing time and place. 

September 28, Sunday - Hike. Eden. Moderate. 
September 6, Saturday - Hike. Franconia, NH. Hike the Long Trail from Eden Crossing and climb 
Rain Date: September 7, Sunday. Difficult. 8.9 the 70 ft. tower on Belvidere Mountain. About 6 
miles. Summit Mt. Lafayette via Old Bridle Path, miles (round trip) with 2, 100 ft. elevation gain. Can-
to Greenleaf Hut and Trail. Franconia Ridge Trai l tact Leader: Ken Hertz at hertzkj@gmail.com for 
to Mt. Lincoln. Descend via Little Haystack Mt. meeting time and place. 
and Falling Waters Trail. Summit two 5,000 footers. 
7.5 hours on trail. Contact Leader: Paul Deluca, October 4, Saturday- Hike. Westmore. Moderate. 
476-7987 or pdeluca420@msn.com for meeting 4-5 miles. Mt. Pisgal. 1,500 ft. elevation gain. 
time and place. Pleasant hike to a dramatic mountain vista and 

September 1 O, Wednesday - Bike Ride. North
field. Moderate. 35+/- miles. Randolph loop. Hel
met required. Bring lunch and water. Contact Lead
ers: Mary Garcia, 622-0585, or Mary Smith, 505-
0603 for meeting time and place. 

September 14, Sunday- YAC. Young Ad
venturers Club. Easy. Contact Leaders: Lexi 
Shear, 229-981 O or Mike Wetherell, 223-

8493 for trip location, details, and meeting time 
and place. 

September 20, Saturday· Hike. Westmore. Mod
erate. 4.2 miles. Bald Mt. in the Northeast King
dom, to viewless peak with a fire tower. Contact 

clifftop view of Lake Willoughby. Round trip from 
the south parking lot. Contact Leaders: Christie 
Carter and Kevin Ryan, 249-8849 or publicity@ 
gmcmontpelier.org for meeting time and place. 

October 5, Sunday - Hike. Hancock and Ripton. 
Moderate. 7 miles. Hike through a pleasant decidu
ous forest with a visit to Skylight Pond; check out 
Silent Cliff on the way back. Contact Leader: Steve 
Lightholder, 479-2304 for meeting time and place. 

October 7, Tuesday- Bike Ride. Stowe. Moder
ate. 20-25 miles. HeltTlet required. Stowe through 
Morrisville and return on Randolph Road. Bring 
lunch and water or buy lunch in Morrisville. Contact 
Leaders: Mary Garcia, 622-0585 or Mary Smith, 
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505-0603 for meeting time and place. 

October 11, Saturday - YAC. Young Adven
turers Club. Easy. Contact Leaders: Lexi 
Shear, 229-9810, or Mike Wetherell , 223-

8493 for trip location, details and meeting time and 

November 2, Sunday - Walk. Burlington. Easy but 
with a steady pace. 4 miles. Ramble through the 
lntervale and Ethan Allen Park. Contact Leader: 
Steve Lightholder, 479-2304 for meeting time and 
place. 

place. 1v\crovember 9, Sunday • v AC. Young Adven· 
J~ turers Club. Easy. Contact Leaders: Lexi 

October 12, Sunday- Hike. Plainfield. Easy. 4 ·= Shear, 229-9810, or Mike Wetherell, 223-
miles round trip. Spruce Mountain. Great views 8493 for trip location, details, and meeting time 
from the fire tower. 1200 ft. elevation gain. Contact and place. 
Leader: Ken Hertz at hertzkj@gmail.com for meet
ing time and place. 

October 14, Tuesday - Hike. Stowe. Moderate. 
5 miles. Shorter or longer options available. Our 
route will be mostly in the woods, sometimes in 
fields, often hilly, and always with easy footing. 
Bring lunch, water and dress for the weather. Meet 
at Dept. of Labor parking lot, next to the Montpelier 
recreation path. Contact Leaders: Reidun and 
Andrew Nuquist, 223-3550 for meeting time. 

~ October 15, Wednesday - Meeting. 
~ Montpelier. Executive Committee meeting 

- at 6:00 and Membership meeting at 7:30. 
See page 1 for more information. 

October 1a, Saturday ·- Hike. Worcester. Moder
ate. 5 +/- miles. Climb to the summit of Mt. 
Worcester. Meet at the Worcester Town Hall at 
9:00 AM. Contact Leader: Charlene Bohl, 229-
9908 or charlenebohl@comcast.net 

October 19, Sunday - Paddle. St. Albans. Moder
ate. 3 miles to 10-12 miles, depending on weather. 
St Albans Bay, and, if the weather is good, we'll go 
out to Burton or Woods Island. Contact Leader: 
Eric Seidel, 223-1406 for meeting time and place. 

October 25, Saturday - Work Hike. 
Stowe. All abilities. Various distances. 
Smugglers' Notch. Fall walk-thru on the LT/ 
Elephant's Head and Sterling Pond Trails. 

Wear sturdy boots, work clothes, and gloves. Meet 
at MHS at 8:00 A.M. Contact Leader: Fred Jordan, 
223-3935 or trails@gmcmontpelier.org 

November 1, Saturday - Work Hike. 
Duxbury. All abilities. 3-4 miles round trip. 
Fall walk-thru on the l T to Bamforth Ridge 
Shelter. Bring lunch. Wear sturdy boots, 

work clothes, and gloves. Meet at MHS at 8:00 
A.M. Contact Leader: Fred Jordan, 223-3935 or 
trails@grncmontpelier.org 

November 9, Sunday - Hike. Montpelier. Moder
ate. 7 miles. North Branch Park. We will start from 
the swimming pool (off Elm St.); hike through North 
Branch Park to Sparrow Farm, and return via North 
St. to complete the loop. Bring lunch and water. 
Meet at the swimming pool parking lot. Contact 
Leaders: Reidun and Andrew Nuquist, 223-3550 
for meeting time. 

November 15, Saturday- Information. State of 
Vermont. First day of rifle deer hunting season. 

November 16, Sunday- Hike. Waterbury. Easy. 4 
mile loop. Little River State Park. The History Trail 
uses the Hedgehog Brook and Dalley Loop trails. 
650 ft. elevation gain. Contact Leader: Ken Hertz 
at hertzkj@gmail.com for meeting time and place. 

November 18, Tuesday- Hike. Peacham. Moder
ate. 5.3 miles. This scenic loop includes a section 
of the Bayley-Hazen Military Road, Penny Road, 
and Penny Street. Bring lunch and water. Meet at 
MHS. Contact Leaders: Reidun and Andrew 
Nuquist, 223-3550 for meeting time. 

November 23, Sunday - Walk. Burlington. Easy. 
1 O miles. Burlington bike path. Begin at the Echo 
Center and walk about 5 miles north to the bridge 
spanning the Winooski River at the Colchester 
town line, and then return. Contact Leader: 
Michael Chernick, 249-0520 or chernickS@ 
comcast.net for meeting time and place. 

November 30, Sunday - Information. State of 
Vermont. Last day of rifle deer hunting season. 
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SECTION DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
by Mike Wetherell 

The GMC Board of Directors held its annual 
meeting on June 14, at Mountain Meadow Lodge 
in Killington. Despite lingering clouds and a morn
ing chill, the space was filled with a lot of energy. 
Bill Mercier of Mountain Meadow Lodge and Barry 
Griffith from the Killington Section welcomed eve

trips and outings, and her incredible 50-year ser-

ryone. 
President Jean Haigh introduced GMC's new ex

ecutive director, Mike DeBonis, who grew up in 
Middlebury, graduated from Johnson State College 
and Yale University, was previous executive direc
tor of the Forest Guild, and is an AT and LT end-to 
-ender. Jean noted the staff transitions that GMC 
experie.nced over the past year. Will Wiquist and 
Angela Stabach departed last winter, and Maisie 
Howard will depart this month to have a baby. vice to the Club. In addition, Marge 

S. Larsen 

Jean praised Maisie's 11tireless" efforts as acting Fish was recognized with a Lifetime Member-
executive director over the past six months. To ship for her leadership in leading the GMC, service 
take over her critical role, starting in July GMC to its varied committees, and commitment 
has hired Alicia Dicocco, formerly of Spectrum to getting young people out on the trail and inspir-
Youth and Family Services in Burlington. ing them. 

Jean further praised each staff member for his or Financially, GMC concluded the past year with a 
her individual contributions to GMC over the past small surplus of funds, increased its assets, and 
year, including the bridge crews "braving the cold earned good returns on its investments. Maisie, 
and winds blowing up the Winooski valley," Jill Matt Krebs, Nicole Sancibrian, and Bill Lyons re-
Haas's "great memory of the club and its mem- viewed GMC's financial status, completed its an-
bers," Jocelyn's beautifully laid-out issues of the nual audit, and prepared a budget for the current 
Long Trail News, and Dave Hardy's "fearless direc- fiscal year, 2015 (May 2014-April 2015). The 
tion of field programs." club will continue fundraising in.support of the on-

In his remarks, Mike highlighted GMC's success- going Winooski bridge project. 
ful activities over the past year, including a new During the board meeting, members passed 
winter hiking guide, an end-to-enders' panel, well- GMC's budget for the fiscal year, approved short
attended Taylor Series events, top-notch member- term financing in support of the Thomas property 
ship, visitor center services, ongoing trail mainte- acquisition, which is part of the Winooski Valley 
nance, and Long Trail relocation efforts. From his Long Trail relocation, and elected a new slate of 
first month on the job, Mike noted the passion that officers for the upcoming year: Jean Haigh, presi-
staff and volunteers have for the Long Trail and dent; John Page, vice president; Tom Candon, 
GMC's mission, which is matched by the time and secretary; and Stephen Klein, treasurer. Lexi 
effort they put into their work. And he emphasized Shear was elected to a second term, and two new 
the promise this holds for current and future gen- board members, Annie Janeway of the Otta-
erations. This passion powers GMC as an organi- quechee Section and John Zaber of Sterling Col-
zation, and enables us all to support stewardship lege, were elected to their first terms. 
and education and to grow the next generation of The next board meeting is on Saturday, Septem-
Long Trail caretakers. ber 27, followed by GMC's Volunteer Picnic. Also 
Jean presented two President's Awards to volun- mark your calendar for the celebration of the 50th 

teers who have provided significant support to anniversary of the Wilderness Act on September 
GMC over the years. Bill Lyons was recognized for 28 at Middlebury College's Breadloaf Campus. 
his serious, cautious and tireless efforts to ensure 
the club's financial health, while Doris Washburn 
was heralded as the "ultimate volunteer'' and rec
ognized for her dedication to the Long Trail, her 
efforts in and out of the GMC office, her stories of 
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OUTING REPORTS 
May 06, 2014 - Little River Spring Wildflower Hike by 2:15. It had rained for the prior three days, so the brook 
George Longenecker ,._

1
,....... .. was running high. We crossed the brook by removing 

and Cynthia Martin " boots and quick-stepping. 
May is the perfect ' " 

time for early spring 
wildflowers in Little 
River State Park. On 
the Hedgehog Loop 
Trail we saw Purple 
Trillium, Yellow Violet, 
Dogtooth Violet, Dutch
man's Britches, Purple Cohosh, and many others. 

Eleven of us hiked through abandoned hill farms with 
fine views of Waterbury Reservoir. 

May 20, 2014 - Hike. Barre Town Forest by Steve 
Lightholder 

On a perfect Spring day, six of us, accompanied by 
Stefan of the Times Argus, traversed the ups and 
downs, twists and turns of some of the paths in the 
Barre Town Forest. This forest encompasses many 
abandoned granite quarries now filled with water, 
flanked by huge grout piles, and littered with rusting ca
bles and machinery. Bicycle and ski trails wind through 
the forest cover, providing dramatic views of the former 
industrial sites. One person brought along an overlay 
map he had constructed of the railroad network that ex
isted in the area in 1910. Stefan's photo of our group 
inspecting an abandoned steam boiler appeared in the 
paper the next day, 

June 1, 2014- Hike. Taylor Lodge and Clara Bow 
Trail by Ken Hertz 

What a beautiful day to be outside on this "real" Memo
rial Day weekend! Bright blue skies and moderate tem
peratures. 
Our party of eight people (plus one dog) left the park

ing area at the Lake Mansfield Trout Club at two and 
reached Taylor Lodge at three. The trail (thanks to 
adopter David Ellenbogen) was in excellent shape. 

From Taylor Lodge, we went down the Clara Bow trail, 
described in the LT Guide as "challenging" and taking 
1/3 hr. The adjective was verified; the time was not. It 
took us an hour to clamber over, across, and under the 
many boulders of Nebraska Notch. 

The naturalists among us were excited to see a few 
painted trilliums amongst the many blood type; and 
helped the others see how leaf shape is important ln 
distinguishing between different three-leafed plants, 
comparing Jack-in-the-Pulpit and Trillium (no Poison 
Ivy.) 

I was happy to see many other parties on the trail, and 
even a few backpackers. 

June 15, 2014 - Hike. Huntington by John Budding
ton 
The leaders decided to hike to Burnt Rock via the 
Hedgehog Brook Trail. They set off from the trail head at 
9:15, found the summit in the clouds, and returned by 

June 24, 2014 - Bike Ride. Waterbury by Mary 
Garcia 

Four members of the GMC biked from Waterbury to 
Huntington Gorge where we enjoyed our lunch on the 
rocks overlooking the Gorge. On the way out, we 
stopped to look at the abutments of the new bridge that 
the Green Mountain Club is building with help from a 
contractor across the Winooski River. It was an overcast 
day with a threat of rain, but we had a good ride with 
only a drizzle and light rain. We ended the day with a 
stop at Settlement Farm to buy strawberries. 

June 28, 2014-Hike. Porter & Cascade Mtns. by 
Phyllis E. Rubenstein 
Three of us hiked to Porter Mountain and Cascade 

Mountain in the Adirondacks. These two mountains are 
described as the easiest of .---- -------., 
the 4,000 footers and the 
trail was busy! We ate 
lunch at a small summit on 
Porter Mountain and en
joyed the views. (We met 
a family of hikers who lent 
us their summit sign for 
our photograph.) The sum
mit of Cascade Mountain 
includes a 2/1 O of a mile 
rock scramble and there was a full panoramic view from 
the summit. An ADK steward tofd us that the rocky sum
mit was the result of a forest fire some time ago. Cas
cade Mountain was dotted with three-tooth cinquefoil. 
The trip included two rides on the Charlotte-Essex 
Ferry. 

July 4, 2014- Hike. Mount Elmore by George Longe
necker and Cynthia Martin 
Though it was cloudy, rain held off for our Mount El

more hike. This trail is one of the best places to see and 
hear wood thrush as well as hermit thrush. The old Fire 
Tower Trail now makes a loop via the new Ridge Trail, 
which is well built and winds past Balancing Rock and 
other fern-covered glacial boulders. 

July 22, 2014 - Section/Trekker Paddle. Waterbury 
Reservoir by Reidun Nuquist 
The day was perfect for being on the w1:1.ter. Others 

had the same idea. When we arrived at the Waterbury 
Reservoir state park entrance at 10 a.m., there was al
ready a line of cars waiting to get in. By mid-afternoon, 
the water was teeming with kayaks, canoes, paddle 
boards, and swimmers, all having a great time. 
We followed the shoreline to our usual picnic beach, 
where we had a relaxed lunch and swim. Back in 1he 
boats, some of us had to dunk our shirts to stay cool on 
the return trip. The reservoir is such a wonderful place 
to recreate on a hot day! 
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Trails Bi. Shelters Report 
by Fred Jordan 

Bamforth Ridge Shelter 
On May 1 O when we first arrived at 

Montpelier High School, some decided the weather 
was too wet and returned home. The sun broke 
through the clouds at 9:03 A.M., they came back, 
and we had a total of seven workers. 
John and Eric hiked to Bamforth Ridge Shelter 

and re-attached the outhouse door. Fortunately, 
the boards were not broken and could be repaired. 
Others concentrated on waterbars and cleaned the 
trail to the Notte Bench. 

Elephants Head Trail 
We lucked out again on May 17. The rain stopped 

in time for the work to begin. However, the brook 
was too 
high to 
cross, so 
we used 
the 
Groomer 
Bridge to 
access 
the trail. 
With some 
difficulty, 
we accessed the trail. The eleven work- R. Nuquist 

ers were able to clean waterbars to the first slide. 
Thanks to Eric for assuming trail leadership. 

Winooski River footbridge 
Work has started on the bridge. I drove by re

cently and saw men with hard hats at the south 
abutment, and someone was installing a post on 
the river side of the railroad tracks. The construc
tion goal is to have the bridge open this fall. 

Footbridge Update: Great News 
The suspension cables are hung on the towers 

and the project is expected to be completed on 
time. The crew worked all winter to stay on sched
ule. They should be congratulated. 

Long Trail Update 
The work on the Smugglers' Notch LT relocation 

has been delayed. It is faced with bear on one side 
and a property owner on the other side. The prob
lems will have to be resolved. Volunteer opportuni
ties are expected in October. 

The GMC hopes to start work on Bryant Camp 
soon. They are raising the camp up about a foot 
and doing internal carpentry work. It is expected 
there will be a need for volunteer help in October 

and November. A project on the horizon is the relo
cation of the LT southbound to the new bridge over 
the Winooski River. This will need a lot of volunteer 
help. 

(President's Message, contd. from page 2) 

Al is among the few who still camp at annual 
meeting. This year he had his tent set up in Gifford 
Woods State Park; there he had rigged up his citi
zens band radio, so he could talk at night to fellow 
operators around the world. The quadrennial CB 
world competition has taken Al to Belarus, Brazil, 
and Moscow. 

I have dropped some organizations over the 
years. Knowing extraordinary members like Doris 
and Al is one of many reasons why I stay with the 
Green Mountain Club. 

This photo documents a milestone in F. Jordan 

the completion of the Winooski River Long Trail 
project. The footbridge has been talked about for 
100 years. Now most of the difficult work is behind 
the building team, lead by Dave Hardy and Matt 
Weis. The largest remaining challenge will be to 
attach the stringers (hanging in the photo above) to 
the walkway. 

Congratulations to all! I can l:iardly wait to hike 
over the Winooski River. 
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Anna Bloom (1918-2014) 
by Reidun Nuquist 

Anna Bloom (96) died on July 4 in Salisbury, VT, 
where she had moved to be near her son and his 
family after her husband Sy passed away. It 
seemed fitting that Anna, a feisty independent and 
a social activist, should die on Independence Day. 

Anna was a high school teacher as was Sy. They 
met working at summer jobs in the Catskills, and 
!or many years worked together at a summer camp 
m New Jersey. Sy, a former track and field athlete 
was a ~ong-time volunteer with international Speci~I 
Olympics. Warm, engaged, and hospitable, the two 
must have inspired and made a difference in the 
lives of countless young people. 

Upon retirement in 1983, Anna and Sy moved 
from New York City to Montpelier where they joined 
the. Montpelier Section, among other local organi
zations. They were regulars on section outings as 
long as their health allowed, and were always good 
company. Anna's usual contribution to a potluck 
was a perfectly ripe, diced pineapple. Both Blooms 
are missed. 

THE TREKKERS 
T~e Trekker~ are a group of people-mostly 

retired-who hke the outdoors, and believe in 
staying active. Everyone is wel
come! We get together during the 
week to hike, bike, paddle, ski, or 
snowshoe--depending on the 
season. Outings are announced 
by e-mail only, often just a few 
days in advance. To be added to 
The Trekkers e-mail list, contact 
Nancy Jordan at trekkers@gmcmontpelier.org 

Photo from the Past 

• Do you recog
nize this lodge? 

•Do you know 
where it was on 
the LT? 

• Did you ever 
stay there over
night? 
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