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and organized and hosted by the Lamoille 
County Planning Commission. Attendees 
included representatives of many govern-
ment and private agencies and organiza-
tions, private businesses, and various sup-
porters including Governor Scott, U.S. Sen-
ator Welch, and a representative of U.S. 
Senator Sanders. The GMC had a strong 
presence including Mike DeBonis and other 
staff, as well as many individual Club mem-

bers. 
  The boardwalk gives easy access for any 
wheelchair bound person, through a swamp 
at the bottom of the Notch to a superior view 
point up into Smugglersʼ Notch, a viewpoint 
that will be relished by any hiker or tourist. 
While the boardwalk ends in one-eighth of a 
mile, requiring wheelchairs to return to 
Barnes Camp, early in 2018 the walk will be 
extended to connect with the Long Trail, and 
thus will be incorporated into the Long Trail, 
which will thereafter include the new board-
walk. The photo from the wheelchair turn-
around point shows an unfinished walkway 
into the woods and the start of the connec-
tion to open the new 2018 LT route. 
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 STOWE BOARDWALK OPEN  
                                                           by Andrew Nuquist 
 

  On October 27, the wheelchair accessible boardwalk, 
starting at Barnes Camp on Route 108 in Stowe, was  
officially opened. The ceremony was at Barnes Camp, 

WINTER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Mother and Daughter Hiking the LT 

 
  You're invited on Friday, January 19, 2018 to the 
Montpelier Section's Winter Membership Meet-
ing! Section members and outdoorswomen Lexi and 
Linnaea Shear, will share stories and a slideshow of 
their mother-daughter end-to-end hike on the Long 
Trail from Massachusetts to Journey's End this past 
summer. Hear about their highlights and adventures. 
Discover the beauty and natural history along the trail. 
Learn about the preparations and plans they made to 
make it fun and successful. Meet the hikers and the 
wildlife they encountered along the way.  
  Join Lexi and Linnaea at the T.W. Wood Gallery, 2nd 
floor, 46 Barre Street, next to the Montpelier Senior Ac-
tivity Center. Enter through the side door on Downing 
St. After their presentation, over refreshments, share 
your own recent adventures and spring plans with oth-
er members. 
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  The Montpelier Section welcomes these 
new members who joined after August 13, 
2017: Shirley Bate, Robert Griffin, Ken-
neth Jones, Sarah Leamy, Karen 
Oelschlaeger and Bonnie Tominack-
Crellin 

  We look forward to meeting you at our 
upcoming events. 

NEW 
  MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
                                     by Steve Bailey

  In my hiking in the summer and fall, I always 
look forward to a hike that includes a waterfall.  
Even if the water is too frigid for a swim (which it 
usually is), there is nothing like the beauty of a 
backwoods cascade. As we get into winter, the 
trails get more treacherous, but the beauty of fro-
zen waterfalls is something not to be missed. We 
may have intermittent snow, but by January or 
February many of these waterfalls have a healthy 
coating of ice. As long as you have trekking poles 
and microspikes or a strong pair of snowshoes, 
you should be able to access these places with 
caution. 
  Some of the most famous waterfalls in Vermont 
are not far from Montpelier. In the Stowe area, 

Bingham Falls, Moss Glen Falls, and Sterling 
Gorge make a great trio of falls, which you could 
see in one day. If you have never seen them in 
winter you are in for a treat. Farther south, Warren 
Falls and Bristol (Baxter) Falls are outstanding. 
Bolton Falls, behind the Smiley School, is also 
very impressive. 
  There are more modest falls all over our area.  
Hancock Brook in Worcester, Jeudevine Falls in 
Hardwick, and Marshfield Falls (which can be 
seen from the road) are just a few of the local 
places which make for a pleasant winter outing. 
  One of the most spectacular examples of winter 
ice is not found in a waterfall, but along the Long 
Trail approaching Laraway Mountain from the 
south.  About a mile and a half north of the Cod-
ding Hollow trailhead there is a stunning set of 
cliffs that stretch for hundreds of yards.  Water 
drips off these cliffs all summer, but in the winter 
they are all ice cliffs (see photo). One of the won-
derful features of these cliffs is that the ice varies 
in color from white to blue to yellow to brown, de-
pending on the minerals in the water. Donʼt just 
read about it here, though – you can go on the 
GMC outing to Laraway on February 10. See the 
listing in the trip calendar for more details.  

 TRAILS & SHELTERS COMMITTEE 
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PLEASE CALL TRIP LEADER BEFORE BRINGING YOUR DOG. 

              CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

                              December 2, 2017 - February 25, 2018 
 

   The rating levels of difficulty are easy, moderate, and difficult, with a few outings falling in between.                                               
 • Easy - accessible to all in good physical condition; suitable for families with children.   
 • Moderate - requires a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable.   
 • Difficult - challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience necessary. 
   Unless otherwise noted, trips leave from the Montpelier High School (MHS) parking lot. Always bring appropri-
ate gear for the event you are attending (i.e. lunch, liquids, snacks, suitable clothing, footwear, and other items 
as mentioned in the Calendar of Events). Non-members are welcome on our events.  There is no charge.. 
   Our trip leaders are volunteers who are not necessarily trained in first aid, nor does the Montpelier Section or 
the GMC certify or license trip leaders. Participants should attend these events with the understanding that they 
are responsible for their own preparedness and safety, and that all contribute to the well-being of the group. 

 

  The Young Adventures Club is a group to get parents and children (0-12 years old) outdoors to hike, 
play, learn about nature, and make friends. Please check out their website: gmcmontpelier.org/yac . 

December 2, Saturday - Cross-country 
Ski. Stowe. Moderate to Difficult. 6 miles. Ski 
Smugglers' Notch Road from the road barricade at 
Barnes Camp to the road barricade before Smug-
glers' Notch Resort. Experience required. Cross-
country (classic or skate) skis required. Conditions 
permitting, we'll be on the road with the area high 
school and college cross-country ski teams! Con-
tact Leader: Phyllis Rubenstein at 793-6313 or 
Phyllis@PhyllisRubensteinLaw.comcastbiz.net for 
meeting time and place.     
   
December 10, Sunday - Snowshoe. Woodstock. 
Moderate. 8 miles. Appalachian Trail. Rte. 12 to 
Winturri Shelter. Round-trip excursion will be either 
a hike or snowshoe depending on the trail condi-
tions. This segment of the LT consists of moder-
ately rolling hills through the woods of Windsor 
County. Reaching the destination will depend on 
timing and trail conditions. Contact Leader:  
Michael Chernick, 249-0520 or chernick5@  
comcast.net for meeting time and place. 
 
January 10, Wednesday – Meeting. Montpelier. 
Executive Committee quarterly meeting. Members 
are welcome. You may bring a dessert to share. 
Contact: Steve Bailey, 622-4516 or stevecbailey@ 
gmail.com for meeting time and place. 
 
January 19, Friday – Winter Membership Meet-
ing. Montpelier. For details, see page one of 
this newsletter. 
 
January 20, Saturday - Snowshoe. Worcester. 
Moderate. 5.2 miles. White Rock Mt. Start at the 
Hunger Mt. trailhead in Worcester, and hike up to 
White Rock Mountain, returning on the same 
trail. We will use snowshoes or microspikes de-
pending upon conditions. Contact Leaders: Steve 
or Heather Bailey, 622-4516 or stevecbailey@ 
gmail.com for meeting time and place. 

January 25, Thursday - Cross-country Ski. 
Stowe. Moderate to Difficult. 6 miles. Barnes 
Camp over Smugglers' Notch on the highway to 
Jeffersonville. Metal-edged skis are not required, 
but helpful if the snow is hard packed. Contact 
Leaders: Steve or Heather Bailey, 622-4516 or 
stevecbailey@gmail.com for meeting time and 
place. 
 
February 3, Saturday - Snowshoe. Stowe. Mod-
erate. 3.6 miles. Stowe Pinnacle. Beautiful views 
of Mansfield and the Green Mountains. Hike will be 
followed by optional lunch in Waterbury or 
Stowe. We will use snowshoes or microspikes de-
pending upon conditions. Contact Leaders: Steve 
or Heather Bailey, 622-4516 or stevecbailey@  
gmail.com for meeting time and place.   
 
February 10, Saturday - Snowshoe. Waterville. 
Moderate. 4 miles. Laraway Mountain via LTN. 
From the Codding Hollow trailhead, weʼll snow-
shoe to the ice formations and Lamoille Valley 
overview, returning the same way. Crampons may 
be preferable depending on trail conditions. Con-
tact Leader: Morgan Irons, 223-7044 or morgan 
irons@myfairpoint.net for meeting time and place.  
 
February 18, Sunday - Snowshoe. Duxbury. 
Moderate. 6 miles. Snowshoe to Montclair Glen 
Lodge via the Monroe and Dean Trails and very 
briefly the Long Trail. Starting at the Monroe Trail's 
winter parking lot. Contact Leader: Michael Cher-
nick, 249-0520 or chernick5@comcast.net for 
meeting place and time. 
 
February 24, Saturday - Cross-country 
Ski. Greensboro. Difficult. 12 miles. Cross-country 
ski (classic skis) from Highland Lodge in Greens-
boro to Craftsbury Outdoor Center in Crafts-
bury. For experienced skiers only. We will take the 
shuttle bus from COC to Highland Lodge. Skis 
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  The GMC board of directors meeting and annual 
volunteer picnic on Saturday, September 23, 
2017, at GMC headquarters in Waterbury Center. 
  In the spirit of the clubʼs volunteer appreciation 
day, President John Page underscored the im-
portance of the knowledge, commitment and hard 
work that volunteers have and continue to dedi-
cate to GMC. They are critical to its efforts, and 
trails built through their efforts live long in the 
clubʼs memory. John also highlighted the conclu-
sion of the GMCʼs strategic planning process after 
2-3 years of input, analysis and visioning. The re-
sulting plan is a living document that guides 
GMCʼs work, sets priorities, and helps ensure that 
we are all fulfilling its mission over the next five 
years. It focuses on the following themes: protect-
ing and managing the trail resource; operational 
excellence; engagement and inclusion; and 
strengthening sections, membership, and volun-
teers. As part of its implementation, GMC will 
seek a diversity of funding, emphasize trail man-
agement, support vibrant sections, and become 
an employer of choice and a go-to resource for 
hiking in Vermont. 
  Executive director Mike DeBonis described the 
new Vermont Outdoor Recreation Economic Col-
laborative (VOREC), created by Governor Scott 
last June. GMC is serving on this 12-member 
steering committee, made up of outdoor business-
es, non-profits, conservation organizations, and 
user groups to promote business opportunities, 
increase outdoor participation, and strengthen re-
sources and stewardship. GMC members can 
share feedback to the committee through an 
online survey: http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
VORECPublicInputSurvey 
  Mike also reported that in August, GMC success-
fully airlifted materials for projects onto Mount 
Mansfield and brought five loads of waste off the 
mountain, underscoring our role in minimizing our 
environmental footprint and bringing out materials 
when their useful life has ended. In addition, Mike 
noted that the club held many events over the 
summer to engage younger members, integrate 
our outreach efforts with social activities, and tap 
into audiences that GMC does reach through its 
traditional channels. Finally, he announced that 
the Long Trail Guide retrospective written by 
Montpelier Section member Reidun Nuquist will 
be sold this fall along with the Long Trail Guide as 
a special commemorative set. 
  The board of directors approved a plan, which 
will be led by the Manchester Section and sup-
ported by GMC staff, to fundraise for and eventu-
ally rebuild a tower on Bromley Mountain. 
  Despite the wet weather, field programs had a 

full summer. The Long Trail Patrol completed trail 
work on the Monroe Trail to Camelʼs Hump, the 
Frost Trail on Mount Mansfield, the final section of 
trail for the Smugglersʼ Notch Long Trail reloca-
tion, and opens areas reclamation on the AT. The 
GMC had eight locations this summer. The volun-
teer Long Trail Patrol relocated a portion of the 
trail and replaced puncheon at the south end of 
Branch Pond. The construction crew completed 
the restoration of Bolton Lodge and then moved 
on to Butler Lodge and Bryant Camp. Wilderness 
monitors documented and pulled non-native inva-
sive plant species from trailheads in the Lye 
Brook, Big Branch, and Bristol Cliffs Wilderness 
areas. Field Supervisor Ilana Copel will be staying 
on through the winter and next field season.  
  The next board meeting will take place on Satur-
day, January 6, 2018. In addition, the 2018 annual 
meeting will be hosted by the O-Section at the Ho-
bart Outdoor Center in Fairlee on June 1-3. 
 
 

Message from:  
      Mike DeBonis, GMC Executive Director 
 
Dear Green Mountain Club Friends, 
  It is with great sorrow that I share the news of the loss 
of our friend and coworker Dave Hardy. Dave passed 
away peacefully on November 6, surrounded by family 
and friends, after a year-long battle with cancer. 
  Dave grew up hiking with his family, so the trail was in 
his blood from an early age. He referred to his job as 
GMCʼs Director of Trail Programs as the greatest job in 
the world. To him, it wasnʼt really a job. It was a special 
opportunity to connect people with the natural world. 
  It is hard to think of any-
one whose identity is 
more interwoven with the 
LT and the community of 
trail stewards throughout 
New England than 
Daveʼs. Every mile of 
tread, shelter, bridge, 
privy, and waterbar on the 
500-mile trail system is 
imprinted with his vision 
and unwavering passion. 
  The Long Trail has lost 
one of its greatest cham-
pions. Today, people will be able to get up, go hiking, 
and explore the natural world because of Daveʼs twen-
ty-five year legacy at the GMC. 
  We will all miss his wisdom, knowledge, sense of hu-
mor, and unique ways. Our hearts are with his family 
and all who had the pleasure of knowing him. We hope 
that each of you will find the time to take a walk on the 
Trail in his memory. 
  Plans will be made for a celebration of Daveʼs life, 
with details to follow in the coming months. In the 
meantime, we welcome you to share any memories 
you have of Dave in the comments on our blog. 

SECTION DIRECTOR’S REPORT by Mike Wetherell                      
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may be rented at COC. Trail fee and shuttle bus 
fee required. Contact Leader: Phyllis Rubenstein, 
802-793-6313 or Phyllis@PhyllisRubensteinLaw.  
comcast.biz.net for meeting time and place to car-
pool to COC. 
 
February 25, Sunday. Snowshoe. Middlesex. 
Mileage depends on conditions. Middlesex Town 
Forest. Explore new trails being developed in this 
scenic area. Contact Leaders: George Longeneck-
er or Cynthia Martin, 229-9787 or marlong@  
myfairpoint.net for meeting time and place. 
 
 

2017 Fall Trail Work 
                  by Andrew Nuquist,  
                          Trails & Shelters Coordinator 
  
  Good weather, many volunteer workers, and the 
ongoing efforts by trail and shelter adopters on the 
Montpelier Sectionʼs assigned miles of the Long 
Trail resulted in two easy work days in October. 
  ▪ On October 14, fourteen volunteers completed 
all our identified routine tasks on the Long Trail 
north from Barnes Camp to Chilcoot Pass. We did 
observe several tasks that will require extra atten-
tion in 2018. One is trail hardening of some prob-
lem spots just south of Snuffyʼs Trail by replacing 
several puncheons, and by adding some stepping 
stones or steps suitable for normal-sized human 
beings. Another task is to make the descent to the 
stream from the picnic area easier and safer. Last 
but far from least, is working with GMC staff to 
learn about the complex issues that have compli-
cated rerouting the Long Trail north from Barnes 
Camp, and to understand the sectionʼs short term 
and long term responsibility. There will be work for 
many volunteers here in 2018. 
  ▪ On October 21, ten volunteers easily completed 
our fall survey and our fall work tasks from 
the Winooski River Bridge south to the Bamforth 
Ridge Shelter and water source. Here, as in 
Smugglersʼ Notch, there will be more work for 
more volunteers in the spring. We will need to 
send a strong-backed crew above Bamforth Ridge 
Shelter to place more stones in known boggy 
spots until there are enough stepping stones to 
rise above the spring water level. We will need vol-
unteers to help GMC staff build log steps at a 
problem spot shortly above the River Road park-
ing lot. Also, we anticipate being able to schedule 
work dates with GMC staff to finally relocate the 
Long Trail to avoid the “Big Dig” gully. While not 
too long or difficult a job, many work hours by 
many volunteers will be required to do this right. 
This has long been a priority goal for the Montpel-
ier Section, and it is a relief to have the proposed 
superior route flagged and approved. 

 
     Do you know the answer? 
                                                     by John Buddington 
   
 
   Where  
   is this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
   Hint: 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
    Hint:  2,932 miles from Spring Mountain 
 

   Answer: 

  
 

 
ODE ON THE LONG TRAIL 

                        
 If only there was a trail 
 through the wilderness of life 
 with blazes white to mark the way, 
 when from the path I try to stray. 
 With shelters at a long dayʼs end 
 to shield me 
 from the rain and wind. 
 And though I leave my world behind 
 the forest for to roam. 
 The trail, the trail will lead me on. 
 The trailʼs become my home. 
 

                                                by Alan Paschell 

 
REMEMBER: 
 

     If you want to “OPT OUT” from receiving this 
newsletter in the mail, and read it on-line, reply to 
newsletter@gmcmontpelier.org with your name 
and subject: Opt Out. Thank you. 

the northern terminus of the International 
Appalachian Trail in Gaspe, Quebec. 
Springer Mtn. is 2,950 miles south. 
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volunteer picnic on Saturday, September 23, 
2017, at GMC headquarters in Waterbury Center. 
  In the spirit of the clubʼs volunteer appreciation 
day, President John Page underscored the im-
portance of the knowledge, commitment and hard 
work that volunteers have and continue to dedi-
cate to GMC. They are critical to its efforts, and 
trails built through their efforts live long in the 
clubʼs memory. John also highlighted the conclu-
sion of the GMCʼs strategic planning process after 
2-3 years of input, analysis and visioning. The re-
sulting plan is a living document that guides 
GMCʼs work, sets priorities, and helps ensure that 
we are all fulfilling its mission over the next five 
years. It focuses on the following themes: protect-
ing and managing the trail resource; operational 
excellence; engagement and inclusion; and 
strengthening sections, membership, and volun-
teers. As part of its implementation, GMC will 
seek a diversity of funding, emphasize trail man-
agement, support vibrant sections, and become 
an employer of choice and a go-to resource for 
hiking in Vermont. 
  Executive director Mike DeBonis described the 
new Vermont Outdoor Recreation Economic Col-
laborative (VOREC), created by Governor Scott 
last June. GMC is serving on this 12-member 
steering committee, made up of outdoor business-
es, non-profits, conservation organizations, and 
user groups to promote business opportunities, 
increase outdoor participation, and strengthen re-
sources and stewardship. GMC members can 
share feedback to the committee through an 
online survey: http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
VORECPublicInputSurvey 
  Mike also reported that in August, GMC success-
fully airlifted materials for projects onto Mount 
Mansfield and brought five loads of waste off the 
mountain, underscoring our role in minimizing our 
environmental footprint and bringing out materials 
when their useful life has ended. In addition, Mike 
noted that the club held many events over the 
summer to engage younger members, integrate 
our outreach efforts with social activities, and tap 
into audiences that GMC does reach through its 
traditional channels. Finally, he announced that 
the Long Trail Guide retrospective written by 
Montpelier Section member Reidun Nuquist will 
be sold this fall along with the Long Trail Guide as 
a special commemorative set. 
  The board of directors approved a plan, which 
will be led by the Manchester Section and sup-
ported by GMC staff, to fundraise for and eventu-
ally rebuild a tower on Bromley Mountain. 
  Despite the wet weather, field programs had a 

full summer. The Long Trail Patrol completed trail 
work on the Monroe Trail to Camelʼs Hump, the 
Frost Trail on Mount Mansfield, the final section of 
trail for the Smugglersʼ Notch Long Trail reloca-
tion, and opens areas reclamation on the AT. The 
GMC had eight locations this summer. The volun-
teer Long Trail Patrol relocated a portion of the 
trail and replaced puncheon at the south end of 
Branch Pond. The construction crew completed 
the restoration of Bolton Lodge and then moved 
on to Butler Lodge and Bryant Camp. Wilderness 
monitors documented and pulled non-native inva-
sive plant species from trailheads in the Lye 
Brook, Big Branch, and Bristol Cliffs Wilderness 
areas. Field Supervisor Ilana Copel will be staying 
on through the winter and next field season.  
  The next board meeting will take place on Satur-
day, January 6, 2018. In addition, the 2018 annual 
meeting will be hosted by the O-Section at the Ho-
bart Outdoor Center in Fairlee on June 1-3. 
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  It is with great sorrow that I share the news of the loss 
of our friend and coworker Dave Hardy. Dave passed 
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ty-five year legacy at the GMC. 
  We will all miss his wisdom, knowledge, sense of hu-
mor, and unique ways. Our hearts are with his family 
and all who had the pleasure of knowing him. We hope 
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SECTION DIRECTOR’S REPORT by Mike Wetherell                      
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End-To-End Again 
by Morgan Irons 

 
                                  2013 
 
 Along this toilsome trail, alas! 
 Once and only once I pass, 
 Through the rains that never cease, 
 Through heat and bugs with no relief. 
 A heavy pack and painful feet 
 The best laid plans may well defeat.  
 Tis stubbornness alone, my friend, 
 That drives me to the northern end.  
 I shall not pass this way again. 
 
                                  2017 
 
  Yes, four years ago it was my mantra of endur-
ance – “I shall not pass this way again.” So what 
was I thinking, following those white blazes from 

Massa-
chusetts 
to Can-
ada for 
a sec-
ond 
time?  
  The 
great 
mystery 
of the 
Long 
Trail, for 
my part-
ner Alan 
and me, 

is that we are drawn back to an experience so dif-
ficult (okay, painful) that at the time we swear weʼll 
never repeat it. “The greater the obstacle, the 
more glory in overcoming it”, Molière said. Maybe 
at sixty-six we were looking for bragging rights. Or 
maybe we needed a dose of hiking zen. Who can 
worry about such mundane things as roof repairs 
and undersized social security checks when just 
putting one foot ahead of the other takes all your 
mental and physical energy? My favorite explana-
tion, though, is based on the theory that when we 
humans recall an experience, we really arenʼt ca-
pable of replaying the entire sequence of events, 
most so trivial they donʼt even warrant storage 
space in our brain cells. Instead, our residual feel-
ing about any experience is determined by its 
three predominating moments – the best, the 
worst, and the last. Ah ha! Clearly the best LT mo-
ment is finishing (though beer, nachos, and a zero 
day at Long Trail Inn is a close second); and fin-
ishing is, obviously, also the last moment. So the 
unspeakable joy of reaching Journeyʼs End carries 
twice the emotional weight of any perceived worst 

moment. In fact, in hindsight, itʼs hard to think of 
the bad times as anything but humorous.  
  It wasnʼt that this yearʼs trek didnʼt have its chal-

lenges – 
some 
uncom-
fortably 
cold 
nights, 
four 
straight 
days of 
rain 
(courtesy 
Hurri-
cane 
Harvey), 
a stretch 
of weath-
er too 
muggy 
for Sep-
tember. 
There 
were im-
possibly 

rough sections of trail, backaches, feet rubbed raw 
or screaming in pain, coccyx-bruising falls, the 
unexpected second visit to Emily Proctor Shelter 
after walking an hour in the wrong direction, a full 
pee jar knocked over in the tent, the frightening 
pre-dawn cry for help from a man lost in the 
woods. But what great, funny stories they all make 
now!  
  On the flip side we had some glorious hiking 
weather, beautiful views, Alanʼs delicious ginger 
cookies and gourmet trail dinners, the pleasure of 
meeting memorable people (especially Becca and 
Emma, fresh out of high school and completing 
the AT), and of course the immense satisfaction of 
meeting the challenge of a difficult trail. Weʼve 
heard it said that “if you can do the LT you can do 
anything.” I like to think of that in a broader con-
text than hiking; itʼs nice to feel indomitable for a 
while, even if itʼs only an illusion.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
GMC Montpelier ANNUAL MEETING       

on April 28, 2018 

    Details in the spring issue of  
Trail Talk . 
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  The GMC board of directors meeting and annual 
volunteer picnic on Saturday, September 23, 
2017, at GMC headquarters in Waterbury Center. 
  In the spirit of the clubʼs volunteer appreciation 
day, President John Page underscored the im-
portance of the knowledge, commitment and hard 
work that volunteers have and continue to dedi-
cate to GMC. They are critical to its efforts, and 
trails built through their efforts live long in the 
clubʼs memory. John also highlighted the conclu-
sion of the GMCʼs strategic planning process after 
2-3 years of input, analysis and visioning. The re-
sulting plan is a living document that guides 
GMCʼs work, sets priorities, and helps ensure that 
we are all fulfilling its mission over the next five 
years. It focuses on the following themes: protect-
ing and managing the trail resource; operational 
excellence; engagement and inclusion; and 
strengthening sections, membership, and volun-
teers. As part of its implementation, GMC will 
seek a diversity of funding, emphasize trail man-
agement, support vibrant sections, and become 
an employer of choice and a go-to resource for 
hiking in Vermont. 
  Executive director Mike DeBonis described the 
new Vermont Outdoor Recreation Economic Col-
laborative (VOREC), created by Governor Scott 
last June. GMC is serving on this 12-member 
steering committee, made up of outdoor business-
es, non-profits, conservation organizations, and 
user groups to promote business opportunities, 
increase outdoor participation, and strengthen re-
sources and stewardship. GMC members can 
share feedback to the committee through an 
online survey: http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
VORECPublicInputSurvey 
  Mike also reported that in August, GMC success-
fully airlifted materials for projects onto Mount 
Mansfield and brought five loads of waste off the 
mountain, underscoring our role in minimizing our 
environmental footprint and bringing out materials 
when their useful life has ended. In addition, Mike 
noted that the club held many events over the 
summer to engage younger members, integrate 
our outreach efforts with social activities, and tap 
into audiences that GMC does reach through its 
traditional channels. Finally, he announced that 
the Long Trail Guide retrospective written by 
Montpelier Section member Reidun Nuquist will 
be sold this fall along with the Long Trail Guide as 
a special commemorative set. 
  The board of directors approved a plan, which 
will be led by the Manchester Section and sup-
ported by GMC staff, to fundraise for and eventu-
ally rebuild a tower on Bromley Mountain. 
  Despite the wet weather, field programs had a 

full summer. The Long Trail Patrol completed trail 
work on the Monroe Trail to Camelʼs Hump, the 
Frost Trail on Mount Mansfield, the final section of 
trail for the Smugglersʼ Notch Long Trail reloca-
tion, and opens areas reclamation on the AT. The 
GMC had eight locations this summer. The volun-
teer Long Trail Patrol relocated a portion of the 
trail and replaced puncheon at the south end of 
Branch Pond. The construction crew completed 
the restoration of Bolton Lodge and then moved 
on to Butler Lodge and Bryant Camp. Wilderness 
monitors documented and pulled non-native inva-
sive plant species from trailheads in the Lye 
Brook, Big Branch, and Bristol Cliffs Wilderness 
areas. Field Supervisor Ilana Copel will be staying 
on through the winter and next field season.  
  The next board meeting will take place on Satur-
day, January 6, 2018. In addition, the 2018 annual 
meeting will be hosted by the O-Section at the Ho-
bart Outdoor Center in Fairlee on June 1-3. 
 
 

Message from:  
      Mike DeBonis, GMC Executive Director 
 
Dear Green Mountain Club Friends, 
  It is with great sorrow that I share the news of the loss 
of our friend and coworker Dave Hardy. Dave passed 
away peacefully on November 6, surrounded by family 
and friends, after a year-long battle with cancer. 
  Dave grew up hiking with his family, so the trail was in 
his blood from an early age. He referred to his job as 
GMCʼs Director of Trail Programs as the greatest job in 
the world. To him, it wasnʼt really a job. It was a special 
opportunity to connect people with the natural world. 
  It is hard to think of any-
one whose identity is 
more interwoven with the 
LT and the community of 
trail stewards throughout 
New England than 
Daveʼs. Every mile of 
tread, shelter, bridge, 
privy, and waterbar on the 
500-mile trail system is 
imprinted with his vision 
and unwavering passion. 
  The Long Trail has lost 
one of its greatest cham-
pions. Today, people will be able to get up, go hiking, 
and explore the natural world because of Daveʼs twen-
ty-five year legacy at the GMC. 
  We will all miss his wisdom, knowledge, sense of hu-
mor, and unique ways. Our hearts are with his family 
and all who had the pleasure of knowing him. We hope 
that each of you will find the time to take a walk on the 
Trail in his memory. 
  Plans will be made for a celebration of Daveʼs life, 
with details to follow in the coming months. In the 
meantime, we welcome you to share any memories 
you have of Dave in the comments on our blog. 

SECTION DIRECTOR’S REPORT by Mike Wetherell                      
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August 24, 2017 - Bike Ride. Worcester to 
Elmore by Mary Garcia 
  Four people enjoyed the bike ride from Worces-
ter to Elmore after driving through construction on 
Elm Street in Montpelier to get to Worcester. We 
ate our lunch by the lake, but just as we were fin-
ishing lunch it started to rain. We quickly put our 
bikes under the deck at the Elmore Store and 
went inside and purchased coffee and homemade 
cookies and had a nice time eating in the store's 
dining room. Soon the rain had stopped and we 
returned to Worcester. One member of our group 
biked from Barre to Elmore. She met us in 
Worcester and biked with us to Elmore and back 
to Worcester. We had a nice day out.   
 
September 16, 2017 - Hike. Mansfield via Hell-
brook, Profanity and the Long Trail by Phyllis 
Rubenstein 
  Five of us hiked about 7.5 miles on Mt. Mansfield 
on Saturday, September 16, 2017. The weather 
was perfect – warm but a bit overcast at times. 
We spotted 
two cars, 
leaving one 
at the trail 
heads for 
the LT and 
the Hell 
Brook Trail. 
We ascend-
ed on the 
very chal-
lenging Hell 
Brook Trail, enjoying the many rock scrambles. 
Thankfully, the trail was dry and the rocks not slip-
pery. At the junction to the former Bear Pond 
Trail, some of us hiked past Lake of the Clouds, 
returning there for a lunch break. We then as-
cended the Adams Apple, where we enjoyed the 
breathtaking view of the steep wall below the 
Chin. Before we knew it, we were up the Chin our-
selves. The views from the ridge line were spec-
tacular. Some of us traversed the ridge line, turn-
ing back before the Visitorʼs Center. We descend-
ed on the Profanity Trail, stopped at Taft Lodge, 
and finished the descent to Smugglerʼs Notch 
Road on the Long Trail.  
 
September 24, 2017 - Hike. Millstone quarries 
by Steve and Heather Bailey 
  A flurry of people signed up for this trip in the 
final days prior to the hike. We had three extras 
and five cancellations on the morning of the hike, 
which left us with 24 hikers. We split the group in 

half, with each of us leading one group. We hit the 
highlights of the area: Grand Lookout, Sunrise 
Lookout, and Holy Ghost Lookout. We were enter-
tained by many young men jumping and diving 
from heights of up to 60 feet! The weather was 
sunny and in the 80's, but the cold granite piles 
made for refreshing breezes. After the hike sever-
al people stayed for a swim and a short paddle in 
a kayak in the Wells and Lamson quarry.  
 
September 27, 2017 - Bike Ride. Lamoille Val-
ley Rail Trail by George Plumb 
  We went from Joeʼs Pond to St, Johnsbury 
where we had lunch and then returned. It was a 
great ride down with nice scenery and feeling like 
being in a canyon at times. Because of the abun-
dant shade heat was no problem. The fifteen mile 
ride back up the continuous 1% slope was ardu-
ous and took us 2.5 hours. This is a once a year 
ride and next year I will start it at the former rail-
road station in Danville to save a few miles. The 
bed is great, but the leaves are starting to pile up 
and I would not do it any later in the season.  
 
September 28, 2017 - Paddle. Waterbury Res-
ervoir by Ste-
ve and 
Heather Bai-
ley 
  Seven people 
met at Water-
bury Center 
State Park on 
a sunny, windy 
day. It was the first chilly day after a long heat 
wave. We hugged the north shore to avoid the 
wind on our way out, crossed over to Little River 
State Park, and took a break on the shore there. 
The wind drove us back home with minimal effort.  

September 30, 2017 - Sun-
set Ridge to Mt Mansfield 
Chin by Steve Bailey 
  Just two hikers braved the 
damp, chilly morning to climb 
Mt Mansfield. When we ar-
rived at the trailhead we 
could see clouds lying below 
the summit. About halfway up 
we were enveloped in a 
cloud. Fortunately, it cleared 
off shortly thereafter and we 
got some good views. A side 
trip on the Subway trail was a 
lot of fun.  

                                OUTING REPORTS 
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traditional channels. Finally, he announced that 
the Long Trail Guide retrospective written by 
Montpelier Section member Reidun Nuquist will 
be sold this fall along with the Long Trail Guide as 
a special commemorative set. 
  The board of directors approved a plan, which 
will be led by the Manchester Section and sup-
ported by GMC staff, to fundraise for and eventu-
ally rebuild a tower on Bromley Mountain. 
  Despite the wet weather, field programs had a 

full summer. The Long Trail Patrol completed trail 
work on the Monroe Trail to Camelʼs Hump, the 
Frost Trail on Mount Mansfield, the final section of 
trail for the Smugglersʼ Notch Long Trail reloca-
tion, and opens areas reclamation on the AT. The 
GMC had eight locations this summer. The volun-
teer Long Trail Patrol relocated a portion of the 
trail and replaced puncheon at the south end of 
Branch Pond. The construction crew completed 
the restoration of Bolton Lodge and then moved 
on to Butler Lodge and Bryant Camp. Wilderness 
monitors documented and pulled non-native inva-
sive plant species from trailheads in the Lye 
Brook, Big Branch, and Bristol Cliffs Wilderness 
areas. Field Supervisor Ilana Copel will be staying 
on through the winter and next field season.  
  The next board meeting will take place on Satur-
day, January 6, 2018. In addition, the 2018 annual 
meeting will be hosted by the O-Section at the Ho-
bart Outdoor Center in Fairlee on June 1-3. 
 
 

Message from:  
      Mike DeBonis, GMC Executive Director 
 
Dear Green Mountain Club Friends, 
  It is with great sorrow that I share the news of the loss 
of our friend and coworker Dave Hardy. Dave passed 
away peacefully on November 6, surrounded by family 
and friends, after a year-long battle with cancer. 
  Dave grew up hiking with his family, so the trail was in 
his blood from an early age. He referred to his job as 
GMCʼs Director of Trail Programs as the greatest job in 
the world. To him, it wasnʼt really a job. It was a special 
opportunity to connect people with the natural world. 
  It is hard to think of any-
one whose identity is 
more interwoven with the 
LT and the community of 
trail stewards throughout 
New England than 
Daveʼs. Every mile of 
tread, shelter, bridge, 
privy, and waterbar on the 
500-mile trail system is 
imprinted with his vision 
and unwavering passion. 
  The Long Trail has lost 
one of its greatest cham-
pions. Today, people will be able to get up, go hiking, 
and explore the natural world because of Daveʼs twen-
ty-five year legacy at the GMC. 
  We will all miss his wisdom, knowledge, sense of hu-
mor, and unique ways. Our hearts are with his family 
and all who had the pleasure of knowing him. We hope 
that each of you will find the time to take a walk on the 
Trail in his memory. 
  Plans will be made for a celebration of Daveʼs life, 
with details to follow in the coming months. In the 
meantime, we welcome you to share any memories 
you have of Dave in the comments on our blog. 

SECTION DIRECTOR’S REPORT by Mike Wetherell                      
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We encourage you to join or renew your membership in the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club.. 
  
        Annual dues are: Individual - $45.00      Life (1 adult) - $1,000.00 (one time) 

  Family - $60.00 (inc. children under age 18)       Dual Life (2 adults) - $1,500.00( (one time) 
  Friend/Senior/Student  -  $25.00                Sponsor (Individual or Family) - $75.00 

 

                         Renewals: MAILED ON ANNIVERSARY DATE OF JOINING GMC 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
  I/We wish to join the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club, Inc. and you will receive a member -
ship card, the Section quarterly newsletter (Trail Talk), the GMC quarterly (Long Trail News), a discount on GMC 
publications and merchandise, and reduced overnight fees at selected shelters. 
 
Name (s):  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
        
Address:     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: (h) ______________ (w) ________________ E-mail: ________________________ Amt. Enclosed $_________ 

    □ I/We are interested in helping with trail maintenance.    

   □ I/We enclose a $ ________ donation to the Montpelier Section. 

 Please make check payable to the “Green Mountain Club” and mark it for the Montpelier Section. 
 

Mail to: Green Mountain Club, Inc.  
4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 

  Happy Holiday’s 
       from your Montpelier Section Officers 


